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forestation pool, and I hope we shall not
have to employ borrowed money for
reforestation purposes. Then there is a sum
of Z800,000 provided for the Perth Public
Hospital and other hospital buildings. I aim
not objecting to that expenditure, hut 1 do
want the Treasurer to appreciate that in-
terest and sinking fund are being met out
of payments made by the Lotteries Commis-
sion.

The Premier: So far]I
Hon. C. 0. LATHAM: When that sink-

ing fund is paid, the amount should go into
a trust account, and not into Revenue, so
that the loans with which the sinking fund
is associated will be redeemed when they
fall due. I do not know what the periods
of those loans will be. As the Premier has
pointed out, the period may be five years
or it may be 15 years, hut under the con-
ditions I have mentioned the money would
be available whatever the period. I do not
know the rate of sinking fund paid by the
Lotteries Commission-whether it is 2 per
cent. or 3 per cent. In any ease, the amount
must be fairly substantial. We want to make
sure that the sinking fund is not paid into
revenue. I repeat, it should he paid into
a trunst account, so that we shall be able to
nieet those loan commitments. I san not
worried, in this matter, about the Treasurer.
It is the officials about whom I am worried,
and in this respect I know what takes place.
We purchase things from loan funds, and
when they are sold the proceeds are brought
into revenue.

The Premier: That is one thing that has
been stopped for the last eight years.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I know it was the
practice. I have had nothing to do with
the Treasury for eight years. In prosper-
ouis times that sort of thing could be done,
but not at other times.

The Premier: Last year we put in an extra
£30,000.

Honl. C. G. LATHAM: I think money was
also taken from another source. A consider-
able amount of revenue was lying idle. The
Treasury seems always to be able to find
these handy little amounts, especially to-
wards the end of the financial year. We
ought to balance our budget this year.

The Premier: I hope we will.
Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We are commit-

ting the State, by these Estimates, to a de-
flii but the present position indicates that
we should he able to make ends meet. I

have no objection to the passing of the Bill;
but if other members on this side feel that
thecy should discuss the measure, I shall have
no objection to assisting them in that re-
spect.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In committee, etc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Dill rend a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

H7ouse adl .ourned at 12.10 a.m. (Friday).
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read notifying assent to the fol-
lowing Bills:-

1, Money Lenders Act Amendment.

2, Financial Emergency Act Amendment.
3, -Mortgagces' Rights Restriction Act

Continuance.
4, Public Trustee.

QUESTION-RAILWAYS.

Hon.
retary :
creased

As to Traffic Improvements.

W. J. MANN asked the Chief Sec-
In view of the considerably in-

patronage now being accorded State
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Railway services, will the Government urge their use would save an expense of approxi-
the Commissioner of Railways to make
special efforts to-iA, Ensure that all country
trains are run to schedule time during the
forthcoming holiday season; 2, provide ade-
quate accommodation in order to prevent
overcrowding of passengers, particularly
those compelled to travel long distances;
8, accelerate services by providing non-stop
trains over as much as possible of journeys
between the metropolis and distant holiday
and seaside resorts?

The CHIEF SECRETARY, replied: 1,
Yes. 2, Accommodation to maximum of
our rolling stock will he made available.
Every coach will be in service. 3, This has
been arranged as in previous holiday
periods.

MOTION-INDUSTRIES ASSIST-
ANCE ACT.

To Disallow Regulation.

RON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[4.86): I inwve-

Tint Regulation 8 made uinder the Industries
Assistance Act, 1015-1940, as published in the
''Government Gazette'' of the 21st November,
1041, and laid on the Table of the House on
the 25th November, 1941, be and is hereby
disallo wed.

This regulation was made in lpursuance of
the Industries Assistance Act Amendment
Act, 1040, which was passed on the 4th
flecemiber, 1940. It has taken until the
25th November, 1941, to lay the regula-
tion upon the Table so that members of
this House might have an opportunity
to peruse and discuss it. Ever since the
Industries Assistance Act Amendment Act,
1940, was passed, members of the party
to which I have the honour to belong have
been urg-ing that the regulation be tabled.
To me, there appears to be no excuse for
the Government in withholding it so
long, and thens layingr it on the Table
p~ractically in the closing hours of the
session. The regulation deals wvith the ad-
rhinistration of the suim of £l570,000, being
the amount whieh was advanccd by the
Commnonwealth Government and mnade
avaIilale to drought-stricken farmers, who
were required to sign anl acknowledgment
and contract on Form C issued by the In-
dustries Assistance Board. We have been
informed by the 'Minister for Lands that
thi4 par-ticular form was used because
thousands had already been printed and

mately £E300. The forms were sent out to
the farmers who were desirous of obtain-
ing drought relief and they had to sign
them.

But on the head of that form a small
slip of printed paper was attached stating
that all concessions in connection with in-
terest rates and terms of repayment will
be granted on this application when the
Commonwealth conditions are known. The
position is that many farmers find them-
selves under the control of the Industries
Assistance Hoard and not, as they had
hoped, of simply being in the position of
having taken advantage of the concessional
rates of interest granted by the Federal
Government. If members will cast their
memories back to the time when the amend-
meat of the Industries Assistance Act was
Ibefore the House last year, they will re-
recall that we strongly objected to
drought relief being brought under or ad-
mnisteredl by the Industries Assistance
Board, or the Agricultural Bank. We con-
tended that a small measure of rural relief
would have granted assistance to all irres-
pective of whether they were clients
of the Agricultural Bank or of financial in-
stitutions. The point was made that in
fact we were pledging the drought-
stricken farmers, subject to the regulations
of which we then had no knowledge. We
were accused at the time of not trusting
the Government. We are often told that
we must trust the Government. We were
told that it would not bring the farmers
under the Industries Assistance Board.

Hon. J. S. Holmes: When were we told
that they would not be brought under the
board?

Hon. A. THOMSON: They are under
the board now. T will prove that thi.,
regulation has placed those farmers en-
tirely under the control of the Industries
Assistance Board. When the Premier in-
troduced this measure in 1940 he said-

Tf we passed fresh legislation containing somne
of time provisions of the Industries Assistance
Act they might appear to he very harsh. As I
said, those interested know bow the Industries
Assistanne Act has been administered; they'
know its effect and time way the bank has
stood aside and allowed merchants the right to
take liens for superphosphate, etc. Therefore,
we decided that, if we made these drought re-
lief advances in accordance with the practice
well known and wvell understood, there would
be no ambiguity about thke procedure and people
would know exactly where they stood.
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We proposed to insert a short amendment
to Section 14 of the Industries Assistance
Act in the following terms:-

Provided that any further advances made
under this Act shall be subject to such term
sand conditions as to rates of interest, repay-
mieat of principal and other matters as may be
prescribed regulation.

Regulations would then be passed providing
that, in connection with the amount of
£570,009 to be issued this year as drought
relief, no interest would be charged to the
farmers for the first year, and oly half
interest to be charged for the next nix
years. Appropriate regulations would also
be made concerning the repayment of ad-
vances.

It has taken -11 mionths to have this
regulation published in the "'Government
Gazette" to enable farmers to know
exactly their position. I will later read
two letters which will show that it is only
from actual practice, as far as, the farmner,.
are concerned, that they discovered how
they stood. Mlr. AnthonyN, the Assistiat-
Minister in the House of Representatives.
-when lie introduced this Bill on the 10th
December of last year said this-

Meinbers trill see outlined in the Bill an ar-
rngement by which the Commonwealth will
meet a portion of the interest which would nor-
m~ally be due by the States on the principal of
the moneys loaned to them. This interest Con-
tribution, the administrative costs of raising
thle Commonwealth loan, and a straight-ont
grant to droughit-affected wheatgrowers, which
is the subject of a- further Bill, may be re-
garded as the Commonwealth Government 's con-
tribution to drought relief ini Australia. Hon.
members will note that the States are being al-
lowed a period of four years in which to make
their first repayments of principal. In fairness
to the States, they must be given an oppor-
tunity to recover some of the moneys which
they, in turn, will lend to the drought-stricken
farmers. It wilt be appreciated by hon. mem-
bers that when a, farmer has suffered a year of
severe drought, at least three or four years
must elapse-

I w-ant to emphasise thlis point-

-bef ore he will be in the position to repay
money advanced to him during or following the
drought to enable him to carry on.

It was the intention of the Federal Gov-
erment, and I think it was also the
intention of the State Government, to ad-
vance money' onl that basis- I will quote
the regulation later to show that a totally
different interpretation could he placed on
it. It mlay not be the intention of the

Agricultural Bank to do so, hut certainly
those who have studied the measure can-
not but help arriving at the conclusion
that the regulation, as tabled, certainly
can be interpreted to mean that the whole
of the repayment may he insisted upon in
the first year. The Loan Act, No. 71 of
1940, states, in Section 4, Subsection 1-

The principal of moneys loaned to any State
in accordance with this Act shall be repaid by
that State to the Commonwealth by four equal
annual payments, the first to be made not later
than four years after the making of the loan
and the last to be made not later than seen
Years after the making of the loan.

Section 53 reads-
(1) During the first year after the making

to an-y State of a loan in accordance with this
Act, the Treasuirer may pay to that State a
sum nt exceeding the interest on the loan pay-
able by that State to the Commonwealth in re-
spect of that year, amd during each of the next
following six years the Treasurer may pay to
that State a sumn not exceeding one-half of the
interest on tile loan payable by that State to
the Commnonwealth in respect of that year.

T'le r-ely, on behalf of the Mkinister, would
bie that the V iovernment mnust have power
to do certain things. Under our standing
orders we cannot amend thle whole of the
regulation. Clauses 2 and :3 of the amended
regulation, contained in tile "Governmient
Gazette'' of the 21A November last,
state-

(2) The said advances shall be made or other
saidl commodities shall be supplied under the
provisions of the Industries Assistance Act,
191.5-1940, by the Commissioners of the Agri-
c-ltural Bank of Western Australia for the
piurpose of drought relief out of the moneys
loaned to the State by the Commonwealth as
aforesaid and made available to the said Coma-
missioners by the Government of the State.

(3) The advances made or the moneys owing
for the commodlities supplied shall be repayable
to the said Commissioners in the following
ma-nner-

('I) Where the commissioners are of thle
opinion that the proceeds derived by
the borrower from the sale of his
crops or wool or other sources of in-
come arising out of the agricultural
farming, grazing, or other opera-
tions carried on by him dluring the
1941-42 season en any land, his es-
tate and interest wherein is, by vir-
tuie of Section 15 of the Act, charged
with thle repayment of the said ad-
vances or moneys aforesaid, are suf-
ficent to repay in fall the advances
or moneys aforesaid and still leave a
balance sufficient to enable the bor-
rower to carry on all or any of the
said operations during the 1942-43

2439



4-40[COUNCIL.]

season, the commissioners may re-
quire the borrower to repay to the
commissioners in full the advances
or moneys aforesaid out of the said
proceeds, and the boorrower shall be
liable to make such repayment forth-
with upon the commissioners mak-
ing a demand for the same.

if a farmer is fortunate enough to have
a good return in thne first year, the Commis-
sioners of the Agricultural Bank can demand
full payment Af the advances made out of
this cheap money.

Hion. L,. Craig-: There is not much wrong
with that.

Hon. A. THOMSON: B~uL I have already
quoted the statement of the Federal Mlinis-
ter, when introducing the measure, that it
would probably take the average drought-
stricken farmner more titan one. year to re-
cover fromi the effects of the drought. The
position is that the I.A.B. can insist upon a
farmer repaying the money in the first year
instead of being permitted to take advant-
age of the checap mnoney for the period of
seven years, to which lie is entitled.

Hon-. L. Craig: It -was granted on account
of the drought.

liosi, A. 'Il-IOM1SON: Yes, and it is re-
payable over a period of s;even years.
Therefore it should not iev anade mandatory
that the repaymietts lie iiadle in the first
vIear.

Ifoit. It. V. ivec: The farmeor hash other
obligaitionus to nicet.

lion. A.- THOMITSON I1 wvill deal with that
point later. Tin is tioiiev is advanred free of
interest for the first YOar, aind thbe avera8ge
cost will not he much more than 21/' per
cent. for the succeeding .six years. Therefore.
why. not let the far-mer have the benefit of
it, provided the total amount is eventually
repaid? It is not mandatory that theimoney
should be repaid in the first year, but doubt-
less the T.A.B. will sayv that it wants the
money.

Hon. V. flanuerslex': And will use it.
ion. A. TILO0MSO8N: The farmer is en-

titled to have the use of the monneY, -seeing
that he is the one who is suffering from
drought.

Hon, L. Craig: And other ci-editors will
want control.

Hon. A. THOMSON: When I read para-
graph 4, Mr. Craig will prohably be more
sympathetic in his interjections than he is
at present. I think the farmers are justified
in asking for the benefit of this cheap
money. Tn order to anticipate interjection.,

that might otherwise be made, I propose to
read letters I have received. They show that
the farmers vitally interested view the matter
from a totally different angle from that
indicated by M1r, Craig.

Hon. L. Craig: You do not know bow I
view it.

Hon. A. THOMSON: So far as one may
judge from the hon. member's interJPwions,
he is supporting the regulation.

Ron. L. Craig: Not at nll.
The PRESIDENT: Order! I remind the

hon. member that he will have an opportunity
to address the Council later on.

H~on. A. THOMSON: If the lion. nicinber
is not supporting the regulation, it would be
quite unnecessary for him to make such inter-
jeetions. I have a letter dated the 11thi
November, 194. This latter appeared in
the public Press and each memher of the
Country Party received a copy of the reso-
lution. It reads--

At a public meeting held in the MNemorial
Hall, riugrup, on Sunday afternoon, the 9th
November, great concern was exhibited by all
present at the proposed action of the Govern-
ment in insisting that, where a fanner has re-
veived drought relief advanices, all proceods
have to be paid into the Agricultural Banik
eatch year until the :nnount so advanced has
beent recouped, as it was felt that a farmer's
freedom was thereby- impaired and that his
initiative would suffer, which would net be bene-
ficial to the farming t'oiinuflity.

It -was also felt that, by such action, the
main purpose which decided the Commnonwealth
Grovernment to wake such advances would not
he realised. The followinig mot ion was carried
unan1imusy:-

'lIat this meeting of Ping rup farmers
strongly protests against the proposed
action of the Government in insisting
that all proceeds have to be paidI into
the Agricultural Bank by farmers who
have received drought relief; and this
]meeting isists that drought relief
farmiers should receive these moneys
on exactly the same terms and ten di-
tions onl wi-h thiey were maide axail-
able joy the Cornonwealth Glovern-
inert t--

I will )]at omit the colnclading pori ionl of
the motion.

nd~ if our Country Party memnbers
eannot obtain such redress on the lines
indlicated, then we call upon them to
resign their seats on this issue and
seek re-election.

Ron. G. B. Wood: It is a pity you read
that.

Hon. A. THOMSO-N: Yes, hut it shows
the strong feeling- that exists.
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Hon. 0. W. Miles: The boss talking.

Hon. A. THOMSON: It is not a matter
of the boss talking, but shows the strong
feeling of resentment amongst the farmers
at the mannier in which this drought relief
is being administered. As regards that re-
quest, I did not approve of it, but those
present at the meeting felt the position was
so desperate that they were justified in ask-
ing their representatives in Parliament to
use all means in their power to scure a
remedy. The letter continues-

I would also state that since the inception of
drought relief the settlers of this district have
felt very strongly upon this matter and insisted
as far back as February that the terms and
conditions of such loans should have been made
known to farmers before they committed them-
selves to anything of this nature.

They had to commit themselves to the re-
gulations, and it was only on the 25th of
last month that they were in a position to
know definitely what was proposed, except
that they were aware that the Agricultural
Bank was insisting upon all proceeds being
handled by the L.A.B.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Did not you say that
the farmers signed a form containing the
conditions V

Hon. A. THOMSON: Yes, the form bears
the conditions in accordance with the ack-
nowledgement, contract and application con-
tained in the First and Second Schedules to
the Act. The farmers were told that all con-
cessions in the matter of interest rates and
the terms of repayment would be granted
on this application when the Commonwealth
conditions became known. I have outlined
the terms and conditions which were laid
down by the Commonwealth Minister in in-
troducing the measure in the Federal House,
and the farmers are complaining that they
are not getting the benefit of those terms
and conditions. I have a letter from the
Rent Road Board reading-

Re drought relief advances, in connection
with such advances made to farmers out of the
above funds, advice has beea received that as
these funds have been advanced under the
I.A.B. they are to be counted as State loans
and all farm proceeds arc to go into the
'Bank each year until the loans are covered.

This hoard feels that this procedure is
against the spirit of the conditions as laid down
by the Commonwealth Government, as we arc
led to believe that the money advanced by the
Commonwealth Government was to be repaid
by seven equal annual instalments Plus the in-
terest rate as laid down by the Commonwealth.

We consider that the drought-stricken far-
mers are entitled to the conditions laid down
by the Commonwealth Government. That is
all we are asking. The letter proceeds-

Regarding security for the above advances,
we are of the opinion that the farmer should
only be committed to the amount of annual re-
payments plus interest each year, and that an-
nual returns above that amount be free to the
farmer.

The general effect of the proposal of the Ag-
ricultural Bank is that a farmer becomes the
servant of the Bank, and his property and as-
sets are controlled by the district officersi.

Doubtless you are aware of the position, but
I desire to bring the matter before your notice,
and as time is getting short, sincerely trust
that you will do your best to look into the
matter, which is one of vital importance to a
great number of our settlers.

There is the position. Had the Oovernment
promulgated the regulation, I do not think
any member of Parliament would have ob-
jected to the I.A.B. declaring that they
would take one-seventh next year and so
forth, and place the money in a trust fund
and, if the farmer did require the money, ad-
vance it to him under the I.A.B. conditions.
Unfortunately the Government has made a
drag-net arrangement. Today there are
scores of farmers who unwittingly find thenm-
selves again in the hands of the Agricultural
Bank. Members know that the property of
every such farmer is uader lien to the In-
dustries Assistance Board, with everything
upon the property except the wife and
children. To continue reading paragraph
(3) of' the regulation-

(1)) Where the' Commissioners are of the
opinion that the proceeds referred to in sub-
paragraph (a) hereof are not sufficient to re-
pay in full the advances or moneys aforesaid
and still leave a balance sufficient to enable the
borrower to carry on his said operations during
the 1942-43 season, the Commissioners may, if
they thinkc ftt-(i) allow the repayment of the
advances or moneys aforesaid to be deferred
wholly Or in Part Until the proceeds derived by
the b orrower from his said operations in the
subsequent year or years are sufficient to re-
pay the deferred advances or moneys aforesaid
and leave a balance to enable the borrower to
carry on his said operations during the season
next following that in which the repayment in
full of the advances or moneys aforesaid is made
in full; or (ii) fund the advances or moneys
aforesaid wholly or in part and allow the her-
ron-er to repay the funded advances or moneys
aforesaid by annual instalments spread over a
period to be fixed by the Commissioners but
not exceeding seven years. Provided that-
(a) in eases where the advances or moneys
aforesaid aire funded as aforesaid and become
repayable by aunual instalments over a period
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of years as hereinbefore provided for, the Corn-
missionerl may requite the borrower to execute
in their favour a mortgage of his lands and a
bill of sale over his stock and plant to secure
the repayment of the advances or moneys afore-
said by the said instalments; and (b) in cases
where the Commissioners merely allow the re-
payment of the advances or moneys aforesaid
to be deferred and do not fund the same, Sec-
tion 15 of the Act shall continue to apply and
have effect to secure the repayment in full of
the advances or moneys aforesaid.

It might be well to refresh the Chief Sec-
retary's memory concerning Section 15,
which reads-

(1) Notwithstanding any provisions of the
Land Avt, 1898, the Transfer of Land Act, 1893
or any Act or law to the contrary, the principal
and interest of ail advances made, or deemed
to have been made, under this part of this Act
shall be, and until fully paid shall remain, a
first charge in faour of the board in priority
to all other encumbrances-(a) upon the es-
tate or interest of the applicant in all lands
held or occupied by him for agricultural, farm-
ing, or grazing purposes, including all such
lands held boy him under lease or contract for
the purelin* thereof, or as a homestead farm,
or otherwise; and (b) upon all crops to be
sown in or grown upon such lands and the
produce thereof, and the share or interest of
the applicant in any other crops wheresoever
grown; :and (c) upon all implements, livestock,
and the progeny thereof, and other chattels
supplied to the applicant under this Act; and
(d) subject to prior encumbrances, shall be, and,
until fully paid shaoll continue, a charge on all
other livestock, implements, machinery, plant,
and movable structures of the applicant; but
ally proceeds of the charge created by this para-
graph shall, if such chattels are realised by the
board, he distributed pani pasen between the
hoard andi the other creditots of the applicant:
Provided that the board in its discretion may
allow the whole or any portion of the proceeds
of the sale of dairy produce, pigs, and poultry,
to he ,-ct.'ued by the settler.

lion. J. Cornell: That has nothing to do
with this regulation.

lon. A. THOMSON: It has indeed. If
subparagraph (hi) of paragraph (3) of Re-
gulation S does not bring the farmer under
the control of the L.A.B, I do not know
what wvould do so. Paragraph 4 of Regula-
tion 8 provides-

Wheu for the p~urposes of paragraph (3) of
this regulation the Commnissioners are consider-
ing whether or not, after repayment in full of
tIhe advances4 or moneya owing by the borrower,
the baqlanne of the pro,-eeds derived by the bor-
rower from his operation aforesaid are suMf-
cient to enale him to carry on his said opera-
tions during the next ensuing season, interest
owing to creditors of the borrower other than
the Commissioners, and payments ini respect of

machinery or plant owing by the borrower to
persons other than the Commissioners, shall not
be taken into account as being expenses in-
cidental to the carrying on of the said opera-
tions by the borrower.

This just bears out the statement made by
members of this party when combating the
Bill last year. We pointed out that it would
bring every borrower taking advantage of
drought relief under the 1KIB. I wish to
be fair, and therefore admit that the Go-
emnient is charging, only the interest which
it is being, charged itself. Under the In-
dustries Assistance Act there is nothing on
a debtor's farm over which the Government
has not control.

Hon. J1. Cornell: If Section 15 has the
same application as in the 1940 Act, there
was no need to embody it in the regulation.

Hon. A. THOMSON: If that is so, why
have the Commissioners or the Governmen t
seen fit to provide that Section 15 shall ap-
ply?

Hon. J. Cornell: Probably it was dis-
covered that Section 15 did not apply.

Hon. A. THOMSON: And so there was a
desire to introduce it here! As pointed out
in the letters I have quoted, people affected
have been asking for the gazetting of this
regulation. If the regulation had been
promulgated at the beginning, many farmers
would not have been so foolish as to take
advantage of the drought relief money, for
they did not want to come under the I.A.B.
again. From the two letters I have quoted
it will be apparent that this is not a party
matter or a case of an individual member
seeking to secure some kudos, but an en-
deavour to obtain justice for numerous far-
mers who have been, in plain language, taken
in.

Now we are in the closing hours of the
session; probably we shall finish this week.
It is rather a pity that the Government did
not publish this regulation, which has
been asked for during the last seven or eight
months, at an earlier period, so that there
might have been an opportunity to deal with
it. I ask the House to vote for a d
ndlonxse of the regulation. T am aware
that the Government will have power to re-
instate it until the meeting of the next
Parliament, hut the motion, in my opinion,
should be carried as a direction frim the
farmers who are suffering from the drought
and have taken advantage of the Federal
money. The carrying of the motion would
be an indication that it is the wish of the
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House that the Canners shall receive this
money on exactly the same terms and con-
ditions as outlined by tile Federal M1inister.

On motion by the Chief Secretary, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL-LICENSING (PROVISIONAL
CERTIFICATE).

First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. WV.
H. Kilson-WVest) [5.17] in moving the see-
rnd reading said: This is a small Bill, de-
signed to deal with a problem which has
arisen in the administration of the Licensing
Act on account of war conditions and the
passing of the National Security (Building
Control) Regulations. Under Section 61 of
tihe Licensing Act a person who wishes to
obtain a publican's general license for pre-
mises proposed to be erected must make ap-
plication to the Licensing Court for a pro-
visional certificate. The court hears the
application and if the certificate is gr-anted
it may be Subject to Conditions imposed by
the court.

The provisional certificate certifies that
the specified premises erected, or to he
erected, in accordance with the plans and
specifications approved by the court, will
hrp a fit and proper place for business to
be carried on under a publican's general
liense, if application is made by a fit and
proper person for the issue of a license
within 12 months from the date of the pro-
visional (ertificate, the application wvill be
granited oii proof that the house and pre-
nmise., have been erected in accordance with
the approved plans and specifications, and
that ainy other vonditions laid down by the
"-ourt hare been complied wvith. It will be
noted that the Art fixes the pieriod of the
provisionial certificate at 12 months.

A certificaite wvas- granted in connection
with the building- of an hotel on a bloc-k of
land bounded by Blake, Knutsford and
Little Walcott streets, 'North Perth, on the
28th Apr-il, 1941. This expires within 12
moanths from that date. The National
Security regulations have restricted the
erection; of any buildings the value of which
rserds £5,000. Representations hy those

concerned in the certificate have been made
to the Federal Treasurer for his consent for
a building permit, but this has been refused-
The matter has been taken up by the Licens-
ing Court which, after dealing with thi' posi-
tion1 recommends that an extension of time
should he granted for the erection of the
building. Such an extension requires Par-
liamentary approval, and that is the pur-
pose of the Bill, which will operate duiring
the war and for a period of 12 months Ilhere-
after and no longer.

Hon. J. Cornell; Was not a provi.4ional
certificate granted to the Rottnest Board of
Control?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I believe it
Nvas,

Hon. J. Cornell: Is it not excluded?
The CHIEF SECRETARY: It may be.
Hlon. J. Cornell: It should be included.
The CHIEF SECRETARY: I do not

know whether it should or should not he;
that is another matter altogether. The
peopile concerned in this matter have
already expended an amount of approxi-
niately t2,500 and, unless the Bill is passed,
that money will have been completely thrown
away. Legislation of this type is not un-
usnal. A similar Bill was introduced in
1931, and also in 1935. In fairness to the
people concerned, it is necessary that this
measure should be arced to. I mov-

'flin-t the ll be now read a second time.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) [5.2t] : I
do not oppose the Bill, but some elucidation
is required on a point that is exercising the
minds of a certain influential section of the
comimunity which is tiot olpposed to the
Measure. T refer to the position of the
provisional license granted to the Boti nest
Board of Control. Are we to undi'rstand
that this measure will not apply to that
board(]? Is not the board bound by the
LicNsi161n Act? If it is not, why the ni-ces-
sits' for the hoard's applying for a provisionial
liense? That is a point that requiris to
lie vneared up. We are aware that Battriest
is-and is lik'elv to he for a long time after
the cessation of hostilities-under military
control, so that the erection of a hotel is
problematical. However, I manke this in-
qjuiry on hehalf of a section of the corn-
munity that opp)osed the gratnting of a pro-
visional license to the hoard, hut the mepmbers
of which have token the broodl view that, if
this Bill does apply to the prov6iinal license
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granted to the Rottacast Board of Control, is very important to the farming community,
they have no objection to the measure, which
is only fair and reasonable. I hope the
Minister will let us know the position in
regard to that provisional license.

Onl motion by Hon. H. Seddon, debate
adjourned.

BILL-INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT CONTINUANCE.

First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (]-oni. W.
H. Kitson-West) [5.25] in moving the
second reading said; This is the usual con-
tinuiance Bill and in view of the previous dis-
cussion wre have had this afternoon, it seems
oppropriate that the measuire should be intro-
doted at this stage. Members are aware that
the Act was passed in 1914, at a time when
Western Australia was experiencing what
was then the worst drought in the history'A
of the State. The measure has been re-
enaoked from time to tine to enable relief
to be granted to farmers suffering from
drought and other disabilities. The re-
enactment of the Act is necessary to con-
tinue the authority required for the pro-
tection of advances previously' made uder-
the Act, and to continue the charge against
farm proceeds which are neceissar y for the
recovery of advances nitide. Mofst members,
I believe care aliso aware that thle Operationis
under the Act had almost ceased in 1934,
but the droughts of 1985, 1936 and sub-
sequent years caused the opening of fresh
accounts under this Act. r propose to in-
form the House of the amount of money
involved in the advainces; made since 1935-_
36. The figures are as follows:-

No. of Amount
Year. Settlers. Advanced.

£ At.
-36 1 1200(app.) 57,407 0
-37 .. 1,408 167,014 6
-28 .... 1.023 134,3853 8
-39 .-. No8 112,141 11
-40 .. 919 112,010 18
-41 .... 2.157 385,064 0

d.
0

6
5

0

A mount
Rtepaid.

E a.d.
3,723 14 11

24,314 19 7
89,404 17 2
21,01)a 18 a

148,073 6 5
110.889 0 0

As the result of excessive droughts, and the
shrinkage of credit for the season 1939-40,
very hoev advancees wvere necessitated, but
the prospects for the present season will, I
feel sure, materially' assist farmers. It is of
interest to note that superphosiphate, which

was supplied to clients under this Act to the
following extent--

1936-37

193R-39
1939-40
1 940-41

Tons.
2,320
3,170
3,864
6,413
5,554

tEstimate.

These details show, I think, that there is
every necessity for the continuance of this
Act. Notwithstanding the criticism that
may have been levelled against the adminis-
tration of the measure from time to time
it must be admitted, even by those who have
been most severe in their adverse comments,
that had it not been for the legislation many
farmers on their holding today would
have found it impossible to carry on. I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

RON. J. CORNELL (South) [3.32]:
This is tile Bill in connection with which
Mr. Thomson indulges in his annual
strafing. I -suggest to him that his motion
to disallow a regulation madle under the At
will be quite futile if the Act itself be con-
tinued. If lie desires to hamstring thle InI-

dustri.'s Assistance Board lie can do so by
not eonttinuing the operations of the Act.
Tbl is t he only wvay by which-lihe canl get
over his iffliculty.

lion. - . J. 11olmes : As C'haireman of' Conn.
snitteeA Vou have told uts tint tA"e cannot
amnendi ; continuance Bill!

Hion. .1. CORNFLL,: Yes, hut membeis
coli v(.te out "tell ; Bill.

Hon. (;. W1. Mtiles: We suggested that 10
or 12 years ago.

ll. .1. ('ORNEII: If tile Country Party
members; wish to save their sc 'alps, f Proffer
lil suszgestioii as tile easy way' of acom-

pl ishiug their end. If' the Act reains as
ii is. anyI droughIt relief wvil e given under
the old Act or the amended Act. This,
therefore, is their opportunityA to defeat
the Bill.

Onl motion by Hon. A. Thomson, dehate
adjourned.

BILL-LOAN, £916,000.

First Reading.

Receivedl from the Assembly anti read a
Iirst time.
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Second Reading.

THE CHIEr SECRETARY (Ron. W.
H. Kitson-West) [5.34] in moving the
second reading said: This is the usual Bill
introduced each year to provide authority
for the raising of funds% necessary to carry
out the programme of works detailed in
the Loan Estimates and to authorise fur-
ther advances to the Revenue Fund. As
is customary I shall supply particulars of
the various works under the Loan Esti-
mates during the course of my remarks.

The total authority sought is for £916,000
of which £896,000 is for works and £20,'000
for advances, to revenue. Since the lan-
cial Agreement, the Commonwealth and
State Governments have considered the
size of loan programmes in the light of the
probable funds available, and arranged
their programmes accordingly. It is recog-
nised that a restriction in all States' loan
expenditure is necessary because of the(,
neced to conserve our financial resources
for the successful lprosecu~tion of the war.

In framing this year's Loan Estimates,
the Covernmcnt has iriven every considera-
tion to the niecess9ity of equlippling various
uindertakings for defence work. At M\ id-
land ,Junction it is prop)osed to spend fairly
large ,ums on the workshops and also on
the purchase of mach inery. The intention
is also to make available funds for the re-
habilitation of the State Engineerinz
Wohrks, where a. considerable quantity of
defence work is already- being carried out,
aind for which miore defence orders canlb
obta ined when certain facilities are avail-
alei. 'Money is being -set aside for the ex-
tension of electricity supplies which wvill
provide mare power for private enterprise
which is being more and more utilised for
defence purposes.

The curtailment of spending other than
for war purposes is reflected in the smaller
amount asked for in the Loan Bill this
year. Compared with the Loan Bills of
recent years, the total of this measure is
actually the smallest since the year 1919.
That, I feel sure, will ineet with the ap-
provel of some members who have been
critical of loan authorisations in past years.

lion. (4. W. 'Miles: Tt is about time there
was a decrease.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The amounts
set oit in the Bill for the various items
do not necessarily coincide with those set

against the corresponding items in the
Loan Estimates, but with the unexpended
balances of previous author-isations, the Bill
w~ill provide for the completion of our pro-
grannie, for the year ending the 30th June
next and, in addition, will enable any neces-
sary works to be carried onl for a further
six months, by which time, in accordance
with the usual procedure, another Loan Bill
will no doubt hove been introduced.

Provision is again madle in the Bill for
further advances to the Revenue Fund.
The amiount provided, namely, £20,000, will
hie uflivi ent with the amounts authorised
hr previous Loan Acts to cover the
accumulated deficit which at the 30th June
last amounted to £45,966,206, plus the esti-
mated deficit for the current year of
£198,297. During the year 1940-41, the
Public Debt was increased by £1,561,325 and
stood at £97,791,724 as at the 30th June
last.' New loans aniounted to £1,497,750,
and in addition £500,000 wvorth of Treasury
bills, which had been temporarily redeemed
from the proceeds of previous loans, were
re-issued. Redemptions from the sinking
flund, effected doring the year, amounted to
£C436,425.

Thiere were two flotations by the Comn-
monavealth durin,, the Year, the first being
in November, 1940, subscribers having the
ehoice of two rates of interest, namely, 2%4
Jper cent, for four years, or 31/4 per cent.
for 16 years, with the option of redemption
by the Government after 10 years. Our
share of the loan was £780,000, and we were
allotted £210,000 at the lower rate and
£570,000 at the higher, these amounts being
inl proportion to thep total subscriptions at
the respective rates.

The second flotation w'as in April this
year, and oil this occasion the termis offered
were' 2!',~ per cent, for five years or 31/ per
cent, for from nine to fifteen years. We
participated in the proceeds to the extent of
£700,000, of which £266,000 was at 2%, per
cent. and £434,600 at 31% per cent. Both
these flotations were at par andl welre not
underwritten. As they also included large
sums for war purposes, the flotation ex-
penses were very light, averaging- only' in
the vicinity: of 5s. per cent. against approxi-
mately Ios . per cent, for most loans in
recent years. Local raisings during the year
aniounted to £17,760, mostly representing tbe
investment of trust funds under Treasury
control.
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Turning now to the Loan Estimates, the
estimated loan expenditure this year, as
compared with the actual expenditure in
1940-41, is as follows:

Departmental .. .
Railways and Tramways
Ularboura ant Rivers. ...
W~ater Supply and Sewerage
Development of Goloields and

Mneral Resources ... ..
Development of Agriculture ..
Roads and Bridges, Public Buld-

Total ... ..

Actual,
1940-41,

£
91,020

123,9
69,337

803,701

Estlinted,
1941-42.

£E
83,000

260,000
130,600
59,1000

43,006 37,000
173,364 149,000
3930,016 152,701

62,933 69,637

1,760,560 1,5030,02

The estimate is, therefore, £199,438 below
last year's expenditure. The figures quoted
include loan suspense expenditure incurred
in the previous year for which there was no
loan authority. Onl adjustment of the loan
suspense expenditure a proper comparison is
available. This shows the expenditure for
1940-41 at £1,536,340 and the estimated
expenditure for this year at £1I,482,000.

The railway and tramway expenditure
last year amounted to £123,979, and the
estimate for this year is £360,000, represent-
ing an increase of £C236,021. Of last year's
expenditure £91,032 was involved in works
mainly consisting of re-ballasting, deviations,
duplications, wvater supplies, strengthening
bridges and provision for coaling plants at
various places. In addition, workshop cx%-
tensions at Midland Junction cost £19,000
and machinery £C16,500. Another item of
note tinder railway expenditure is that in-
volving alterations to the Brunswick station
yard. This cost £16,500.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Was there no0 re-
grading last year"

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Very little,
Similar works are provided for in th Esti-
mates. Plant and equipment for Midland
Junction Workshops and for extensions
thereto, which will include an annexe and
tool room, are amongst the works provided
for. Provision has been made for new bar-
racks ait Northam. In all, the estimated
expenditure is £74,000.

Members are aware that a substantial
addition has been made to the Mfidland June-
hion Workshops. Portion of this addition
is set aside as an annexe to p)rovide housing
fnr machines, etc., for the manufacture of
shells. The cost was L50,000, of which £15,000
was found by the Commonwealth. This addi-
tion to the workshops has been completed
and the annexe will be in operation shortly.

It has been found necessary, to enlarge the
annexe compared with the original calcula-
tion, thus necessitating the duplication of
machines already installed. The manufac-
ture of these machines% is well in hand and
the majority will be built locally.

Hon. W. J. Mann:- For how long has
that been uinder construction I

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Approxi-
miately 12 months.

Hont. W. J. Mann:- It is taking a long
time to build.

Hon. L. B. Bolton:- The first part is not
yet in production.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It has been
in production for a long time. I do not
want to say too much about what the pro-
duction is, hut would like members to know
that everything possible has been done to
expedite the work.

on, L. B. Bolton: I do not question
that.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The sum of
£C7,090 is being expended on a tool room
for the manufacture of tools and gauges
to meet the needs of the munition factory.
Machinery to the value of £4,000 will he
provided by the State. An amount of
£80,000 free of cost to the State is being
advanced by the Commonwealth for tool
room equipment and the room will be util-
ised almost exclusively on work for the
small-arms factory.

On behalf of thie Commonwealth Govern-
mnent work to the value of £1,056,000 has
been undertaken by the State for the manu-
facture of munitions, etc. Contracts already
completed involve an expenditure of £66,000,
contracts on hand £646,000, contracts re-
ceived recently £344,000 or a total in all of
£1l,056,000. Last year the expenditure on
railway rolling stock was £.9,190. This year
the estimated expenditure is £e35,000, the
principal items involved being cnstruction
of S class locomotives, also construction of
Z brake vans and Vb covered vans, the lat-
ter being used for perishable goods.

Last year the tramway expenditure was
£8,939, iuaialy on acoutnt of six petrol
buses to augment existing services. The
estimate for this year is £105,000, the main
items being the provision of six Reo buses
in lieu of trolley buses ordered the previous
year, and the purchase of IS trolley buses
which had been previously sold to the Canton
Municipal Council. Extensions at Maylands
and riglewood and the completion of the
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feeder cable to that suburb are also pro-
vided for in the estimate. The expenditure
on electricity last year wvas £14,818; the
estimate this year is £146,000. Last year's
expenditure was. mainly on extension of
mains. Similar work will be continued this
year, in addition to which the estimates have
also provided for ring main feeder cables,
the conversion of the Cottesloc transmis-
sion, and additional high tension switch-
gear.

Harbours and rivers expenditure last year
was £69,357, this amount being laid out on
additions and improvements to North-West
jetties, construction of new slipway at Fre-
mantle, North Quay reconstruction and con-
tinuation of belimouth dredging, Swan River
reclamation at South Perth, and improve-
ments to harbours and rivers generally. The.
estimate for this year is £130,500, an in-
crease of £61,143. This provides for addi-
tions and improvements in the North-West
(Wyndham jetty dredging, Carnarvon jetty
improvements and inmprov-ements to rolling
stock), minor works at Bunbury harbour,
continuation of construction of new slip-
way at Fremantle, North Quay reconstruc-
tion and other minor works.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Has any dredging
been done at Carnarvon ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Not -that t
know of. The provision of water supplies,
sewerage, irrigation and drainage works
throughout the State involved an expeiidi-
ture of £805,791 during the year 1940-41.
The allocation for this year is £599,000, of
which £19,000 is to he spent onl the com-
pletion of certain works of last year and
also on improvements to town water supplies
generally.

The sum of £101,748 was expended on
metropolitan sewerage and drainage last
year, when work was continued on Bassen-
dean, Bayswater and Guildford sewerage and
reticulation. Sewerage works were coin-
inenced at Floreat Park and North Fre-
mantle; and other works included the pro-
vision of a ventilation stack at Lincoln
street, sewerage house connections and an
extension to Smith's Lake drainage scheme.
This year's estimate of £98,000 makes pio-
vision for continuation of sewerage reticula-
tion works at Ploreat Park and Welshpool,
and new sewerage reticulatious at Maylands.
House eonnections, a ventilation stack and
minor drainage and sewerage works will
account for the balance.

On metropolitan water supply an amount
of £126,481 was expended last year, mainly
onl the completion of the Canning Dam, the
continuation of North Beach and Floreat
Park water supplies, the linking up of Can-
ning and Mundaring reservoirs, the ex-
tension of a S0in. main from Victoria Park
and Belmont, and improvements to reticu-
lation in various parts of the metropolitan
area. The estimate of £64,000 for this year
is for further reticulation impr-ovemients, a
l2iu. main cxteuqion at Dalkeith and South
Perth, and the usual annual expenditure onl
services and meters.

Turning now to goldfields water supply, I
fin~d that last year's expenditure was
£202,642; while the estimate for this year
ik £113,000. Works Carried out last year
included the completion of the relaying of
a 30mn. main through Nor-thamn, enlargement
of Cuniderdin reservoir, fabrication and
cement lining of pipes, erection of summit
tank at Kellerberrin, linking up of Mun-
daring reservoir with Canning Dam and
reticulation extensions and improvements
generally. This year it is proposed to con-
tine the programmne of fabricating of pipes
and renovatilons to the main conduit. Totad-
gin water supply improvements, improve-
nents to branch mains and the usual annual
expenditure on services and meters arc
wvorks for which the estimates have also
made provision.

During last year water supplies in agri-
cultural areas, including drainage and irri-
gation, involved an expenditure of £E341,896,
mainly onl the completion of Samson Brook
reservoir, the continuation of wyork at Stir-
ig. Reservoi-, irrigation channel lining and

other improvements to irrigation in the
South-West, No. 3 district irrigation works,
No. 1 district wrater supply extensions and
lining existing mains, and provision of tanks
in agricultural areas including rooling and
equipment of wells. The Waroona irrigation
office was completed and the erection of the
Harvey office commenced.

Hon. L. Craig: A vei-y nice job has been
done there, too.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I ann glad
we canl please some people.

H-on. G. W. Mliles: They do very well in
that corner.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The 1941-42
estimate is for £300,000, a decrease of
£41,896. The estimate provides for the con-
tinuation of wvork on the Stirling Reservoir
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and the No. 3 district irrigation works,
channel lining at Collie, Harvey and
Waroona, the completion of Harvey office,
relining of Herdsman Lake tunnel and pro-
vision of tanks, wells, etc., in agricultural
areas.

The Eastern and Murchison Goldfields
wvater supplies accounted for an expenditure
of £E1,446 during last year. The sum of
£4,000 is this year's estimate for the pur-
pose of effecting improvements to existing
water supplies and providing water sup-
plies at new finds. For the development of
goldfields and mineral resources wve are
setting aside an amount of £37,000, or
£6,006 less than the amount expended last
year. Included in this expenditure was the
main itema of £21,806, which was granted
by way of assistance to prospectors. This
brings the total assistance since the inception
of the scheme to £C190,023.

Hon. S. W. Miles: There have been some
repaymentsV

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, the stun
of £36,890 has been repaid. For the turrent
year provision has been made for £22,000
assistance to prospectors, £13,000 loans and
£2,000 expenditure on batteries. Decreased
expenditure is estimated on the development
of agriculture, forestry, etc. An amount of
1£173,3B4 was expended last year; and this
year's estimate is for £24,364 less.

Included in the undertakings of last year
were additions to pig pens at Midland
Junction and the erection of saleyards at
R~obb's Jetty involving an expenditure of
£3,362,' erection of cottages for instructors
at the College of Agriculture, £1,116, while
reconditioning of abandoned Agricultural
Bank holdings, clearing. at Wooroloo and
Wokalup accounted for £102,923. This
year provision has been made for improve-
ments to the Midland Junction Abattoirs,
completion of manager's cottage at the Col-
lege of Agriculture, and sundry small works
at that college, while £38,000 has been set
aside for reconditioning Agricultural Bank
holdings and for cleaving operations at
Wokalup and Wooroloo.

An iteiti of interest on the Estimates for
this rear is all amount of £3,000 for experi-
Mental work in connection with the pro-
posed Ord River irrigration selieme. That
is an experiment for which I am sure every'
member will wishl the best of auccess. No-
body' can say just what the outcome will
be, but, from, the information we have re-

ceived, we are hopeful that this expendi-
ture--while purely experimental and in-
volving further expenditure later-will
prove there is a large area of land in that
part of the State which can be utilised to
better advantage than it is being utilised
at present.

lb,,. (G. W. 'Miles: It is a step in the
right direction.

The CIEF SECRETARY: Last year
£12,695 was advanced to banana growers,
pearlers and the Albany Freezing Works.
Assistance was also ranted to two firms in
order to help secondary industries. An
unonnt of £C50,000 has been placed on the

Estimates fnr the current year for similar
assistance, most of which, however, is in-
tended for extension of secondary indus-
tries.

The sum of £51,952 was expended for the
pmurp~ose of reforestation of karri, jarrah
and mallet, afforestation and forest regen
ejation. Similar work on this year's Esti-
mates is expected to involve an expenditure
of £50,000. A decrease of £257,225 is esti-
unated on roads and bridges and public
lbuildings. Last year the expenditure was
£390,016; this year, £132,791. Last year's
expenditure included £262,954 recouped to
Loan Suspense, the amount having been
expended during the prevous year without
sufficient autluorisation. The actual cash
expenditure was therefore £127,062, plus
£ 59,291 carried forward to this year's
Loan Suspense, or a total of £186,353.
This year's proposal is for a recoup to
Loan Suspense of £0,291, plus £73,500 of
cash expenditure provided for public build-
ingsq. Yo provison tias been made in the
Loan lIhiinate,% for roads and bridges for
the current year. Last year £41,733 wats
expended in this connection. Dealing with
public buildings, on which £48,283 was
spient in 1940-41, it is pointed out that
£73,500 is contemplated as expenditure this
year.

The main undertakings last year wvere
the Perth Technical College additions,
Claremont and Point Heatheote Mental
Hosp~itals new treatment blocks, additions
to Northam. Bunbury and Eastern Gold-
fields High Schools, Inglewood police sta-
tiom, Public Works Department new work-
shopis and erection and additions to schools
and public buildings generally. The esti-
mate for the current year's programme
covers in the main the completion of
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works commenced during last year, not-
ably the Fremnantle Technical High School,
the tioverument Chemical Laboratory, and
a number of school buildings%, including the
addition to Kent-street Central School.
Money spent on hospital buildings, equip-
ment, etc., represents expenditure on the
new Perth Hospital, the interest and sink-
ing fund of which is found by the Lotteries
Comlmission. The amount advanced last
year was £100,000. The difference between
this sum and the expenditure of £300,000
represents the authority for the amount ex-
pended in 1939-40.

I now come to the last of the items
enumerated in the table mentioned at the in-
ception of my remarks, namely "Sundries."
Under this heading the total expenditure last
year was £C62,933; the estimate contemplates
an increase for the current yer' pro-
granmme of £69,636. Pardelup Prison Farm
wvill account for £1,000 of this amount for
the purpose of erecting huts, while some
small undertakings are included. Last year
the expenditure was nil. State Ferries have
been provided for to the extent of £4,000
for the completion of a new boat. Last year's
expenditure in this connection was £1,630.
Included in the item "Sundries" is the State
Implement Works, on which £20,000 was ex-
pended last year to recondition the works,
principally the moulding shop, to eiiable de-
fence contracts to be carried out. Of this
amount £12,429 was carried forward to
Loan Suspense to be recouped out of this
year's provision. This year's estimate of
£30,000 over and above the recoup to Loan
Suspense is for the continuance of the work
mentioned.

State hotels and tourist resorts exlpendi-
ture last year of £20,702 was nearly all for
a recoup to Loan Suspense of the previous
year's expenditure. The sum of £1,000 has
been allocated in this year's estimate for
the completion of a few small works. I have,
I think, given members the information
usually looked for and I have also dealt
rather extensively with the more important
items. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. 0, r. BAXTER (East) [6.7]: I
propose to (leal with only one item, in
which I am interested. I refer to Item 17,
Agricultural Implement Works. This House
would be well advised to look fully into
this item. Money is being found and ex-

pended on these works, which are quite
obsolete and have been so for years. Some
time ago, all work for outside people at
those works was supposed to have ceased,
one of the main reasons being that a tre-
mendous loss was being made on every p~iece
of work sent out. But over and above that,
the fact is that 70 per cent, of the machines
are obsolete.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: Ninety per cent.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I knowv that 70
per cent. are. The machines were bought
from a broken-down concern in South Aus-
tralia.

Hion. J. Cornell: Why not sci-ap them and
buy new ones?~

Hon. L. B. Boltonm: That would be better.

Thme PRESIDENT: Order! Would it not
bea better for the hon. member to deal with
an item such as that in Committee?

lon. C. F. BAXTER: 1 w-ant to explain
the nmatter to members.

The PRESIDENT: An incidental remark
w~ould do no harm; but an item such as that
should be dealt with in Committee.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I shall mention
one important point. Parliament, in its
wisdom, passed an Act in 1932 removing the
State Implement Works from the State
Trading Concerns Act. That was nine years
ago. I was leading tip to that point, which
I consider well Worth discussing on the
second reading. The Act to which I refer
wvas assented to on the 7th November, 1932;
nevertheless it contained a section which left
it open to any Government not to respect the
decision of Parliament. I refer to Section 2,
which r-cads--

This Act shall comec into operation on a day
to he fixed by proclamation.
Members are aware that on two occasions I
asked questions in this House as to when
the Act would be proclaimed. On the second
occasion I was told that it was against the
policy of the Government. it is time that
Parliament took a stand against this ignor-
ing of a decision of Parliament. I take it
that Parliament, once having arrived at a
decision and embodied it in an Act, no mat-
ter what Government is in power or what its
policy may be, there is only one decent thing
to do, and that is to proclaim the Act. That
has not been done, although the Act was
assented to by the representative of the
King. The only remedy in the hantds of
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members of this House is to force the posi- discretionary powers to a court 'when deal-
tion when we reach Item 17 in the Committee
stage.

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, debate
adjourned.

BILL-CHILD WELFARE ACT
AMENDMENT.

First Reading.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hon. R.
It. Gray-West) £6.18] in moving the sec-
ond reading said: This Bill contains amend-
mients of a machinery nature designed to
improve the administration of the Child
Welfare Act. Whilst there is nothing of
great importance in the amendments, they
will assist the department in its admninistra-
tion of the Act.

Hon. H. Tuckey: The Bill is going a long
way to extend the Act to adults.

The HONORARY 'MINISTER: I can
vouch for the necessity for every amend-
inent. The proposals in the Bill to amend the
Act are deemed advisable for its improved
administration, as well as for the welfare of
those who come under it. The first main
proposal deals with the granting of power
to the Children's Court to commit a child,
and at the same time recommend that such
child be released whilst of good behaviour.
Not every ease which comes before a child.
Yen's court can be properly dealt with in
accordance with the provisions of the Act.

It frequently happens that a court wishes
to commit a child in order to ensure depart
mental supervision, but at the same time
does not want to send the child to an in-
stitution, much preferring that the child he
restored to the care of its parents, provided
there is some power of supervision over it.
Because power to commit, but at the samne
time to reconmmend release whilst of good be-
haviour, is not provided in the Act, the child
concerned has had to be committed to an
institution or no order whatever has been
made. It is, therefore, considered most de-
sirable that the court should be empowered
to commit a child and recommend that he or
she be released whilst of good behaviour.
This amendment is designed to g-ive greater

iag with those ehildren who must, in some
cases of necessity, coma before it.

Sitting suspended from 6.16 to 7.30 pa..

The HONORARY MINISTER: Another
proposal seeks to amend Section 28 of the
Act, which section enables the court to dis-
miss a complaint against a child even though
that child is guilty of an offence. It may
be the child's first offence, and the court by
dismissing the charge leaves the delinquent's
name unblemished. It is considered advis-
able, however, as a preventive measure to
have the department's probation officer keep
an eye on the child.

Tlle amendment proposed by this Bill will
enable this to be done without recording a
conviction. The court may order the child
concerned to be subject to the supervision of
the department until such child attains the
age of 18 years, or during such shorter
period as the court may think sufficient. No
blemish would be recorded against its name
in the court, but action could be taken to
place such a child under supervision, so
that it may be assisted in avoiding a repeti-
tion of the offence which had led to its ap-
pearance before a magistrate. The pro-
posal will enable discretionary powvers to be
exercised by the magistrate, which is con-
sidered most desirable when all the circum-
stances have been taken into eon~ideration.

Another proposal in the Bill is that which
is dealt with by Clause 5. That clause pro-
poses to amend Section 29 of the Act to
provide for the arrest of uncontrollable and
incorrigible children. At present only
neglected or destitute children can be so
dealt with. In practice, however, it has
been found that it is usually the uncontrol-
lable or incorrigible child who requires such
action to be taken against him, rather than
one who is deemed to be neglected or desti-
tate. This amendment is obviously most
desirable. The Bill also providcq that the
court may commit an incorrig-ible or un-
controllable child even if no near relative is
able to pr-ovide any security for the child's
future maintenance.

As the Act stands at present, the court
may not commit any such child unless ade-
quate arrangements are made by the near
relative for the child's maintenance. These
arrangements are a condition precedent to
committal, and an order cannot be made, no
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matter bow bad the ease may be, if the
parents cannot pay maintenance. There are
many eases in which these children are
brought before the court where none of the
near relatives is able to provide any security
for future maintenance because of the lack
of income, or because of the small income
which he is receiving. The proposal in
the Bill will give the court the liherty to
commit the child on the merits of the ease,
the court having the power to make an order
for the child's support if the near relatives
are in a position to contribute.

There is another proposal in the Bill which
seeks to amend that section of the Act which
gives the department power to arrest a child
who does not comply with the terms of his
probation. It is pjointed out that in many
eases, although a child is placed on proba-
tion, actually it is the parent or parents 'who
are on probation. As an instance: A child
is charged with being neglected while being
under the guardianship of a person whom the
court considers to be unfit. The child lives
with its mother, who is living in adultery
and is continually changing her place of
residence to avoid paying rent, etc.

The court finds the charge proved, and in
order to give the mother another chance to
live decently and so be able to care for the
child properly places the child under depart-
mental supervision on probation for a period
of two years. The department's inspectors
visit the mother at regular intervals and
ascertain that she has not mended her wvays
and things are the same as before the court
case. It is obviously impossible to charge
the child with failing to comply with the
terms of its probation, end so a fresh charge
of being a neglected child uinder the same
deflinition must be laid. The proposed new
section will overcome the departmental diffi-
culty in the matter and will allow action to
be taken where the responsible person or
persons are at fault and not the child. This
is a very necessary provision as there are
-many cases of such a nature brought before
the court.

Under the Act power is given to order
the father of an illegitimate child to pay
confinement expenses. It is desired to make
similar provision for confinement expenses
for the mother of a legitimate child.
Occasions have arisen where husbands have
deserted their 'wives, and subsequently
children have been born, legitimately, to

them. Husbands have refused to pay main-
tenance in this connection, and under the
Act the court has no power to make an
order for the payment of the confinement
expenses of the mother. The Bill seeks to
rectify what is obviously an anomualy.

There is another clause dealing with the
penalty against those who fail to pay to
the department money attached in favour
of the department as the result of a court
order. At present no default is provided.
so that if the person who is holding the
money ignores the court's order, no action
can be taken to enforce the decision. A fur-
ther proposal seeks to make it possible for
a court of petty sessions to deal with main-
tenanee orders if there is no Children's
Court available within reasonable distance
of the centre where the action is to be taken,

The relevant clause in thiis connection
amends Section 79 for the purpose of giving
parties concerned in maintenance orders ac-
cess to the court in order to have them re-
viewed. It further provides for the trans-
fer of maintenance orders from court to
court. Sometimes it happens that an order
is made in the Perth court and that, later,
the parties transfer to somte country dis-
trict. As the Act stands, any action for a
variation of the maintenance order, or for
its annulment must be taken in the Perth
court where the original order was; made.
The Bill sets out that any subsequent action
may he taken in the court nearest to the
near relatives, provided that the court con-
cerned considers that any action it may
take would be fair aind reasonable to th e
par-ties.

A provision in the Bill deals with bonds
given to the court. There are several refer-
ences in the Act giving the court power to
order persons to enter' into recognisances,
but there is no means whereby they may
be eatreated if the terms are not carried
out. The measure seeks to give the court
the required power to estreat where desired.
Another clause is considered to be most de-
sirable and necessary. A menn deserts his
children and makes no provision for their
mnaintenance. He is liable to arrest under
Section 129 of the Act, and 'when he is
arrested and brought before the court, all
the court can do is either to imprison him
or place him under a bond that he will
not repeat the offence. It is obvious that
the court should have the power to
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mnake a maintenance order against him to
ensure that he will provide for his family's
needs.

If a man is placed under a bond by the
court and does not live up to it, the position
is not improved to any degree at all. That
does not help his wife or children in their
needs. The existing state of affairs is,
therefore, most unsatisfactory. It is con-
sidered that an order is the best and surest
provision for maintenance because, if a manl
does not make his payments in accordance
with the order, wvarrants can be issued to
compel his compliance, or, alternatively, to
punish him by imprisonment. The pro-
vision in the Bill aims to improve the exist-
ing state of affairs by leaving with the court
the powers it already has, and adding addi-
tional power to make a maintenance order
against the father.

There is a proposal in the Bill dealing
with the employment of a child under the
age of 14 years. Section 137 of the Act
prevents any child under that age from. be-
ing employed in any circus or the like.
It is desired to add "travelling show" to
the definitions in order to have close super-
vision in such cases, and to be able to take
action if it appears necessary for the wel-
fare of any such child. Another proposal in
the Bill aims to give power to briing de-
faulters in connection with maintenance
orders before the nearest court of petty
sessions where no members of the nearest
children's court are available, or in any area
where no children's court has been estab-
lished.

It has happened in the past that a man
has been arrested for failing to comply with
his maintenance order and that the arrest
has ocurrc(1 in a ])lace where no children's
court has been established. This has en-
tailed huge expenditure in costs in bringing
the defaulter before the nearest children's
court. The Bill aims to overcome the diffi-
culty in this connection in a practical and
most convenient way, and would be instru-
mental in keeping costs down to a minimum
andl ensuring that the defaulter is given a
speedy trial. These may be considered the
main proposals in the Bill. There are others
which may be dealt with in Committee if
necessary. I move-

That the Pill lie now read a second time.

Quest ion put and passed.

Bill read ii second1 time.

In Committee.

Holl. J. Cornell in the Chair; the
Honorary M1inister in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2-agreed to.
Clause 3-Amendment of Section 20:

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Paragraph (d) of
Subelause (ii) gives tremendous powers to
the magistrate. Magistrates should bea
trained Kn, but the special magistrate is
untrained. I urge the Committee to assist
mc to delete paragraph (d).

Hon. L. Craig: What would you put in
its place?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I would put noth-
ing in its place. Such cases should go be-
fore a magistrate and not an untrained
special magistrate.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Would it not have to
go before two or three magistratesl

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: No, before one,
who would he a professional mail.

Honl. L. Craig: Doa you suggest that such
a ease should not go before Mr. Schroeder?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It should not go
before a special magistrate. This power
should not be givenl him. I move an amend-
ment-

That paragraph (d) be struck out.

The HONOR A'Y MINISTER: Experi-
ence has shown that 'Mr. Schroeder, al-
though not a legally-trained mail, has been
an outstanding success, more so perhaps
than any previous occup)ant of tile position.

Hon. C. P. Baxter: But he has no legal
qualifications.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is de-
sirable that 'ye should confer this addi-
t ional power.

Hon. A. Thomson: Can you give us thle
reason wily?

The HONORARY -MINISTER: Because
thle cases affect children, and thle special
rop.eistrate has been very successful in his
work. The best-trained man, lacking Air.
Schroeder's special qualifications, uight Ine
a failure in the position.

Haln. L. CRAITi: What does 'Mr. Baxter
mean when lie says that -Mr. Schroeder is
not a trained juan?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: He lacks legal quali-
fications.

Hon. 1L. CRATOr: But he hs special
k,,owvled.e for dealing with eases covered
by thle measure. He probably has more
knowledge of the kind required than has
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anyone else, and it is desirable to give him
thle extended powers to deal with cases of
the class that come before him. The wel-
fare work of the court is extending, and in
future magistrates will need to have special
as well as legal qualifications. To delete
the paragraph would be wrong.

Hon. L. B3. BOLTON: I agree with the
Honorary Minister. Mr. Schroeder has
done excellent work, and I doubt whether
a legally-trained man could hare done
better. Is it proposed to give the addi-
tional power to Mr. Schroeder only? To
prescribe ''a special magistrate sitting
alone" might he conferring too much power.

Hon. H. SED)DON: The provision affected
by the paragraph is Section 8 of the
(luardianship of Infants Act and, if the
Minister quoted that, it would be helpful.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Section 8
extends powers to courts of sumnmry .juris-
diction, but provides that such coufts shal
not be competent to entertain aii ripiliea-
tion relating to an infant who has uittained
thle age of 16 years, or one involving the ad-
ministration of any property belonging to
anl infant, or awardthe payment of stims to.
wards the maintenance of an infant exced-
ing 20s. a week. The paragraph will give
anthority to exercise such powers.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: A layman should
not be appointed a special magistrate to
deal with cases involving the custody and
ma intenance of children. These are matters
for a legally-trained man. Thle magistrate
has dealt with some eases and it was dis-
covered on appeal that he had been acting-
illegally.

Hon, E. 'A1. HEENAN: The paragraph
proposes to extend the jurisdiction of the
magistrate of the Children's Court in a very
desirable way. There are qualificationst.
apart from legal training, requisite for this
work, and Mr. Schroeder has shown thant lie
pos9sesses them. The ,jurisdiction exercised
by Mr. Schroeder in Perth is exercised hy
the magistrates at Kalgoorlie, Ceraldton and
Bunbury.

Hon. J1. J1. Holmes: Wilt they be special
magistrates under this measure?

Hon. E. M1. HEENAN- I cannot see that
those magistrates are more highly qualified
for this sphere than is Air Schroeder. If
the special magistrates shall have these
powers. I cannot imagine many people who
would be more competent to exercise them.

The HUNORARY MINISTER: The
amendment was made at the request of an-
other place, and it applies only to Mr.
Schroeder, whom the Government regards
as better qualified to exercise this power than
other magistrates would be.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I understand that
no man can be appointed a magistrate un-
less he has passed a certain examination.

The CHAIRMAN: He can be appointed
an acting magistrate without having passed
the examination.

Hon. A. THOMfSON: Yes. We have not
had an opportunity to study this measure.
Progress might be reported. The Bill should
state specifically that this particular provi-
sion applies to Mir. Schroeder only.

IHon. H. V. PIESSE: I support the clause
as it stands. If any magistrate or acting
magistrate is to have this power, Mr. Schroe-
der should have it.

Amendment put aujId negatived.

Claiise put and passed.

Clauses 4, 5-agreed to.

Clause 6-Amendment of Section 32:
Hon. IL SEJ)DON- T]his clause cancels

the power of a magistrate to order a boy a
whipping.

The Honorary Minister: It is now agreed
by practicailly all auithorities, that the yong
should not be whipped.

Hon. H. SEI)DON: I have heard of a
magistrate ordering a boly's fathe, to nomin-
ister a, thrashing.

Clause put and division take,, with the
following result:

Ayes
Noes 14

Mfajority against

Flfn. L. 13. Blolton.
Hon.J.. A. Dimotilt
lHon. J. Mi. Drew
Hon' G. Fraser
il.,n E. IH. Gray
lion. R. M. Heenam-

Ar.'.,

Hon, C. F. Baxter
Hon. Sir Has) Colehatebl
Hon. E. H. H. Halt
Ho". V. H"erslsy
H'on. J. N. Macfarlane
Hon. W. J_ Mann
Hon. G. W. Niles

"3

Iloll. .1. G. ifislup
"-on. W. ". Kitoon

Hon. H. V. Pleat
Hon. C. US. Williams
Hon. W. t. Hall

(Teller.)

Hon. H. L,. Rochs
Bon. R. Seddon
Hon. A. Thomson
Hon. H. Tuckoy
Hon. F. R. Welsh
Hon. G. B. Wood
Hon. J. J. Holmes

(Trll~r.)

Clause thus negatived.

Clauses 7 to 18-agreed to.
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Clause 19-Amiendmient of Section 146: Bill reported without amendment, anid the
The HONORARY MINISTER: I do not

wish this clause to be retained in the Bill.

The CHAIRMJAN: Then the Honorary
Minister will vote against the clause.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
clause should refer to Section 124, wvhich
provides Penalties for tire malicious dis-
closure of the conviction of a child.

Hon. H. SEDDON: This is n instatice of
where galloping through a Bill leads us.
We have left in the Act provision for order-
ing a whipping and now have taken out of
the Act the provision which limits the ]turan-
hvr of strokes that my be given, if we
had had anl opportunity to follow the Bill
sufficiently to see what the amendment meant,
we would have refrained from eliminating
Section 142 as has been done by Clause 18.

The Honorary Minister: We can recomn-
mit the measure.

Hon. H. SEDDON: I am pointing out the
absurdity of trying to amend an Act with-
out members being. given a chance to read it.

Hion. A. Thomsnn: We have only ourselves
to blame.

The HONORARY MINISTER: I have
n10 wish to rush this measure and am pre-
pared to report progress.

Proferess reported.

BILL-RESERVES (No. 2).

In Committee.

ll. J. Cornell in the Chair; f he Hon-
orary Minister in chairge of the Bill.

Clause 1-ag-reed to.

Clause 2-Perth Lot 018:
Hon. J1. J. HOLMES: This Bill covers a

number of reserves and I would like the
Honorary Minister's assurance that the var-
ious local authorities have been consulted.

The Honorary Minister: I gave that assur-
once.

Hot. J. M.N. MACFARLANE: I calutill.
port the Honoratry Ministcfs statement so
far as the 'Metropolitani-Suburban Province
is concerned. I have been in touch with each
of the local authorities interested and have
been assured that they were consulted.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 3 to 8, Tith-ngrced to.

report adopted.

Tlhird Reading.

Bill read a third time and passedt.

BILL--ROAD CLOSURE.

In; Committee.

-lon. J1. Cornell in the Chair; the hlonor-
an- Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1, 2 -agreed to.

Clause 3-Closurve of l-unlc-street and cer-
l ain streets an,]d ngh ts-of- wayiAlny

Hon. A. THOMSON: I have hall no in-
formationi from Albany and I wonder
wvhether the Mlinister can tell me whether this
road closure is being done at the re~quest of
the municipal council or the Albany Road
BoardI What is the position ?

The HONORARY MINISTER: It hats
been done with the consent of both authori-
ties.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 4 to 8, Schedule, Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without amuendnient and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time a ad passed.

BILL-WORKERS' HOMES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Holl. AN.
H. Kitson-West) [8.27J in moving the sec-
ond reading said: This Bill to amend the
Workers' Homes Act, proposes-

(,a) To amend the definition of "wiorker''
so that advances for building purposes inay 1)e
made to all applicant who lias n family and
whose remuneration exceeds £400 per ainm.

(Ii) To provide that the niqxinhuni advance
for Iuilding purposes shall he increased from
£800 to £900.

(e) To vary the rate of interest charged as
ground rent oil leasehold land.

(d) To make provision for a sinking- fund
to the nmutuatt advantage of the board and the
client.

The Act defines a "worker" as one whose
remuneration does not exceed £400 per an-
num. Any person in receipt of more than
that amount is unalble to obtain an advance
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for building purposes. In practice the
terms of the definition have reacted unfairly
to the married man with a family. At pre-
sent anl applicant with a family whose in-
come is over £,400 per annum is ineligible
for an advance, whereas an applicant with-
out any family whose income is just below
that figure is eligible. It is proposed to widen
the definition to permit of an addition to the
limit of £400, of £E25 for each child under
the age of 16 years. Under this proposal
an applicant with four children and with a
remuneration of £500 would be eligible for
assistance.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: That is a fair thing.

Ron. H. Tuckey: It brings the amount to
£500.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It would in-
crease the amount by £25 for each child the
applicant might have. If the applicant
had two children under 16 years of age
then the limit of his salary would be £450;
if he had three children, the limit would ho
£475; if he had four children, the limit
would be £500.

Hon. J. Cornell: He would not he likely
to have a salary beyond £500 if he had five
children.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is felt
that the people with families merit this con-
sideration and assistance to own their own
homes. A proposal -of a similar nature is
embodied in the Act governing the opera-
tions of the State Advances Corporation in
Queensland. The provision to increase the
maximum advance under the Act from £C800
to £900 has been deemed necessary owing to
the increase in the cost of building. It is
impossible to provide a five-roomed brick
house with reasonable accommodation for
an advance of £800 unless the applicant him-
self is able to find a substantial deposit.
There are not many applicants for workers'
homes who would be in a position to provide
a substantial deposit, and the Act was intro-
duced originally with the object of rendering
assistance to those not in a position to pay
a considerable sum of money for the erection
,of homes.

To give an indication of the increased cost
of building, I have obtained from the
Workers' Htomes Board particulars of two
types of dwellings-one a five-roomed brick
house, and the other a four-roomed wooden
house. Tenders were called for these two
types in August, 1939, and again in August,
1941, for the wooden house, and in Septem-

her, 1941, for the brick house. Ia August,
1939, the tender for the brick house was
£775 15s., and on this price it is quite pos-
sible to accept a deposit of £5 from an appli-
cant. The tender submitted in September,
1941, on plans for the same dwelling was
£892. To this price have to be added fees
and other expeases to be borne by the appli-
cant, which arc added to the capital cost.
The total capital cost would probably be now
in the vicinity of £92. Before an applicant
could have secured this house he would have
had to find a deposit of about £120.

Regarding the wooden house, the pre-war
contract price was £459 and the tender price
on the 14th August, 1941, was £586. Since
that date other tenders which have been
snhmitterl on similar plans have been over
£600.

ou. A. Thomson: For a start, there is
a 15 per cent. sales tax on all materials.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, a num-
ber of factors influences the increase in the
costs to the Workers' Homes Board. In
view of the present position, the board-
and the Government is iii agreement with the
contention-holds that it is necessary to
amend the Act along the lines suggested in
the Bill. Unless the amendment is passed the
board will have to confine its attentions
almost solely to wooden houses. It may, of
course, provide for those applicants who are
able to find deposits of about £100 to £150.
There are, however, very few applicants who
are able to put down such an amount. The
hoard is not satisfied that the increased cost
of wooden houses is reflected in the value
of the home, and is fearful that after the
war it may find itself left with a number of
wooden houses, the liability on which will
be in excess of the value at that time.

It is necessary, therefore, for the hoard
to exercise every care in dealig with appli-
cations for the erection of wooden houses on
the basis of the higher Values. Quite a nu]m-
ber of cheap houses have been erected dur-
ing the last year or two and they represent
very desirable residences, the cost of which
has run up to about £C400. That cost has
been materially increased since then and the
board feels that, unless great care is exer-
cised, the danger will arise Of the inflated
costs-if I may use that term-resulting in
the equity not being maintained whven the
war ceases.

Hon. A. Thomson: That applies to brick
buildings as well.
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The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, to a
limited extent. While there has been a con-
siderable increase in the cost of brick houses,
the decline in value at any given time would
not be as great regarding them as it would
be respecting wooden houses of the type we
have been discussing.

The next proposal in the Bill seeks to
vary the rate of interest charged as ground
rent on leasehold land. The Act provides
that ground rent shall be based upon all
interest rate of three per cent. on the ap-
praised value of the hTnd. As interest rates
vary from time to time the fixing of the
rate is deemed to be an unwise provision.

Hon. H. Tuickey: Can the board afford
to provide money at three per cent.'

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Under the
Act the hoard can charge three per cent.
only on the face value of the land.

Hon. A. Thomson: That was all right
when the Government owned the land.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes, anti
when money was procurable at cheaper
rates. When the board purchases land out
of funds borrowed at 41/2 per cent. it ob-
viously cannot allow its client to lease this
land at a around rental based on 3 per cent.
of the purchase price.

Hon. J. Cornell: Is it intended to make
that provision restrospective?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No. The
board therefore has to increase the value of
the land to such a figure that at an interest
rate of 3 per cent. it wvill return to the board
41/ per cent, of the purchase price. That
is the method that has been adopted for
years past. It has had the effect of inflating
the value of land and that has been detri-
mental to the client concerned.

Hon. H. Seddon: Look what you will
lose in land tax.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Govern-
ment is prelpared to lose that proportiosv of
the land] tax. It is considered that a better
arrangement will he for the rate of interest
to be as prescribed by the Treasurer and
fixed by regulation. The Bill contains the
necessary amendment for this to be done.

Hon. J. Cornell: Is it proposed to alter
the period for the reappraisement?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: No. There
is no intention to make a sudden increase
in the round rental charge to the board's
clients from 3 per cent. to 41/ per cent. No
variation will be made until the next ap-

praisoment, when the value of the laud will
be adjusted to conform to the new rate of
interest.

The next and final proposal provides for
the establishment of a sinking fund. I
commend that proposal to the House; it
could well have been in existence years ago.
Had some such provision been included in
the original Act, it would have proved bene-
ficial to the clients of the board. The Act
provides that any purchaser of a home may
make additional repayments of £10 or any
multiple of £10, upon payment of which his
capital debt is adjusted.

Hon. J. Cornell: And his interest ta re-
duced accordingly.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yes. The
Wa'tr Service Homes Act, which is adminis-
tered by the Workers' Homes Board, gives
permission to a purchaser to pay any amount
in excess of his required contributions, and
the excess ii placed to his credit in a sink-
ing fund. The purchaser is allowed the same
rate of interest on the sinking fund as he is
charged on his liability for the purchase of
the home, so that in effect the sinking fund
is, applied towards the reduction of his debt.

Under the Act the sinking fund can be
used by the purchaser to meet contributions
in times of distress or to meet the cost of
additions or renovations to the home. The
fund is very largely availed of and is found
to be of considerable beneft to purchasers.
The proposal in this Bill seeks to grant to
clients of the Workers' Homes Board the
same privileges as arc now enjoyed by those
under the War Service Homes Act. There
is a proviso that if a purchaser's payments
to the sinking' fund reach the balance owing
on the home his debt shall be discharged.
This is necessary to avoid purchasers using
the sinking fund as a medium for saving.
Obviously, if a purchaser could continue
with his ordinary repayments and at the
.,ame time build up a sinking fund, he woukld
be able to earn on his sinking Lund contri-
htion a much higher rate of interest than
he couldl possibly earn by some other form
of investment. The idea is that the sinking
fund can be applied only to the liquidation
of his debt or for additions or improvements
to thie home.

Tt is felt that the proposalls contained in
this 'Bill will improvc the Workers' Homes
Act and enable the board to render an even
better Fzerviee to the community. I migrht
also iiiention!, as no doubt members, are
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aware, that in many of our suburban areas
it is not possible for persons to erect wooden
homes, those areas having been declared
brick areas. That, too, is having an effect
upon the board. There are many' districts
where clients desire to erect homes; they
possibly might be able to finance a wooden
honme, but are not allowed to build one.
Under the amendment it will be possible for
such workers now to make successful appli-
cation to the board for assistance to erect a
brick home. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON. J. CORNELL (South) (8.48]:
The evolution of the Workers' Homes Board
reads like a romance. The scheme began
in 1911, when £300 per annumn was the miaxi-
main figure which entitled anyone to come
under the Act. Subsequently that amount
wvas increased to £400. Now it is pro-
posed further to increase the maximum in
proportion to the number of ehildyren of
all :applicant. T~he mnaximum loan then
available again increased to £550. That was
to be spent either upon erecting a borne on
the leasehold principle or on the freehold
principle. The amount was then increased
to £900.

Hon. Sir Hal Colebatch: But £900 now
will not do as much as £500 did in 1911.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The difference is not
so much in the value of money. The first
workers' homes were erected on the lease-
hold principle and there was but one object
in viewv, namely, to put as much money as
possible into the dwelling. The size of the
rooms and the height of the walls of those
buildings stand to the credit of the board
of that day.

The Chief Secretary: Times hanve changed]
and ideas have altered.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes. I had one of
the first workers' homes at Subiaco. Mr.
Panton had one erected at Leederville and
owns it today. Mr. Foley, at one time mnem-
ber for Leonora, also had a worker's home.
The only clearing done on the blocks of land
was of an area sufficient to erect the building
and necessary outhouses. No provision was
made for paths or for sewerage. The tenant
was supposed to clear the block and make
a garden. He was also required to make his
own footpaths. Subsequently be had to
find the money with which to pay for sewer-
age connections. If be were in impecunious~
circumstances, the money was lent to him

for a period of six years at a rate of 6
per cent. As the Minister has said, the
whole position is now altered. Today there
must be a ready-made house, with footpaths,
garage and all conveniences.

Hon. G. W. Miles: A garage must be
provided

Hon,. J. CORNELL: Yes.
The Chief Secretary: 'Not for £900.
Hon. J. CORNELL: That is the differ.

ence between early-day applicants Lot' homes
andi present-day applicants. There is this
to he said for thle early applicants, that more
help was given to the legitimate lower-paid
worker than has ever been given since.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: You were one of the
earlier applicants?

Hon. J. CORNELL: Yes. I know of
men who, while only in receipt of s. per
(lay, got at worker's home valued at
£500, and they have met all obligations.
As I said, the applicant in those days was
expected to do as much as possible to help
himself. Slowly but surely, the original
idea was departed from. It drifted in a
direction towards which it was never intended
to drift. Consideration was given to the
higher-paid worker, because lie was con-
sidered to he a better client, as he was in a
better position to mieet his obligations. That
is what happened. Today a man on the basic
wage has very little chance of meeting the
obligations that would be involved in the
purchase of a £900 home, unless the period
for repayment was fixed at .36 years instead
of 30 years. At one time it was 30 years;
now it is 36.

There is a departure in the Hill which
I do not favour. The Act, as it stands,
proides for two methods of erecting
workers' homes, One method is that the
home may he acquired on the leasehold sys-
tenm, whereby ai Jan pays 3 per cent. per
£C100 for the home in perpetuity; but the
interest is to be re-appraised at stated
periods. It is not proposed to alter that
system and I have no objection to it. The
other is the freehold system, whereby a man
who owns at block of land may have a new
home erected upon it. It is now proposed
to do what was done under the War Service
Homes Act, the operation of which has long
been discontinued. That Act provided that
all war service homes had to be built upon
freehold land.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Was it freehold under
the War Service Homes Act?
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Hon. J. COR'NELL: Yes. Later, it was
provided that a soldier could buy a house
that had already been built. The Act also
provided that if he had acquired a home,
either prior or subsequent to enlistment,
hie could obtain an advance fromt the War
S'ervice Homes Board to add to or improve
his dwelling. That system has been discon-
tinned for a long time, and it is now pro-
posed to adopt it in our Act, wich has
beeni in existence for 30 years. The object
of the Act should be to provide for the
erection of more homes, and the money
should be uised for that purpose. 'Ne verv
Ibefore in my recollection have houses of
five rooms or less been so hard to obtain in
the metropolitan area. The shortage can
only be met by building more housca; but the
proposal in the Bill is to allow workers to
buy houses already erected. I would- have
no objection to that if they were properly
built new houses, but I hare a decided
objection to the purchase of old houses.

Hon. H. Tuekey: They might be wooden
ones.

Hon. J. CORNELL: That is the depar-
ture in this Bill. The sinkingl fund pro-
vision is a good one. The Workers' Homes
Board, which is composed of honiorary mem-
hers, has always helped its clients. Tho- e
in straitened circumstances, who have been
unable to paint and renovate their homes
and to meet their commiitments, have had
the amnount added to their debt, to he paid
at the end of the period. So far as my
recollection goes no worker hais been
wrongfully ejected. I think I can s4ay the
.same of the Agricultural Bank. The board
is most considerate and efficient. I support
the second reading.

HON. E. H. H. HALL (Central) [8.58];
If I understood M1r. Cornell aright, he said
there was a shortage of houses in the met-
ropnlitain area and I have no reason to
doubt his statement. I urge the board and
the Glovernmnent, however, to pay attention
not only to the shortage which Mr. Cornell
says exists in the metropolitan area, hut to
consider more and more the needs of coun-
try districts. I refer not only to agricul-
tural districts, but also to other district-.
(lit side the charmed circle of the metropoli-
tan area. Mr. Cornell said that the inem-
hers of the Workers' Homes Board acted
in an honorary capacity. When dealing
with the Lotteries Comrnikqion recently, T

said that that board was a paid board, but
that I thought it would do its work just
as well if the members acted in an honorary
capacity. The Lotteries Commission has a
paid secretary, and so has the Workers'
Homes Board. But these two utilities-if
I may -,o describe them-cannot be comn-
pared.

We have the Auditor General's report
which states that the total profit earned by
the board from its inception amounted to
£126,328 17s. 8d., of which £120,910 4s. 5d.
had beeni paid into Consolidated Revecnue
Fund to the 30th June, 1041. That is a
remnarkabile achievement. Every attempt
should be made to improve upon it, espe ci-
ally when we knowv such a shortage exists
in housing accommodation. This work
should be taken from the honorary board.
I do not soy that I have any fault to find
with the geutlenmen who comprise that
board. In case members have not seen the
only copiy of the report of the activities of
this board presented to the Chamber, I will
read it to them. Possibly it was on the
grounds of economy that only one copy was
presented. I could point out many ways in
which economy could he better effected
than -

Hfon. L. 13. Biolton: Shorter speeches of
mnembers in "Hansard"' might help!

Hon. E. H. TI. HALL: -supplying only
one copy of such a report to this House.
The Under Treasurer, who has a full-tium,
job in that capacity, is chairman of the
hoard, and] the Principal Architect and the
assistant manager of the Wyndhiam Meat
Works arc members, and of course there is
a secretary. The Glovernment should give
.serious attention to the fact that this very
important matter is in the hands of m~n
whose time is pretty well occupied by their
ordinary duties-especially when this inat-
ter is of such moment to those people that
this Act was intended to benefit. Those
are. the people specifically mentioned
by 'Mr. Cornell. 'More attention must be
zi ven to building and] providing homes for
those who live outside the metropolitan ares.
We heard earlier in the evening about the
drift of population to the city. It is not
so marked in this State as in the Eastern
States, where, proportionately, more monev
is. being spent on munitions.

I have here a circular issued by the
Chamber of Commerce in 'New South
'Wales, a copy of which has been received
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by all Chambers of Commerce throughout
Australia. I will not read all of it, but
will just quote half-a-dozen examples:
Forbes, pre-war population 5,000, drift 900,
empty houses 70; Grenfell, pre-war popula-
tion 3,000, drift 500, empty houses 40;
Moree, pre-war population 5,000, drift 1,000,
empty houses 60; and Wellington, pre-war
population 5,000, drift 750, empty shops and
houses 85. Every member of Parliament in
New South Wales representing country elec-
torates received a number of requests daily
from constituents who wanted to come to
Sydney or some other industrial centre to
wvork in munitions and wvar factories. We
have not that state of affairs here.

Hon. G. W. IMiles: That is an argument
against this board extending its operations
into country districts.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Wives of men who
have enlisted are coming to the city. The
city populations throughout Australia are
being augmented. Mr. Miles's suggestion is
a pertinent one and not an impertinent one.
If this matter is allowed to go unchecked,
his suggestion would have some weight, but
country members have to request the Gov-
ernment to give some attention to this as-
lpect in order to stop this drift; and one way
in which that can be stopped is to make
houses available to people at a reasonable
price. Figures have been quoted about the
increased cost of building, but they have
been based purely on the erection of houses
in the metropolitan area. 'Mr. Thomson
knows more about building houses than I
do, and he would be able to toll us about the
difference in the cost of erecting houscs of
a similar type in the metropolitan area and
at Katanning. Although we have the Mid.
land railway competing against the Wongan
Hills line in my electorte, the cost of build-
ing in Geraldton is roughly .50 per cent, more
than in the metropolitan area.

Hon L. B. Bolton: Not 50 per cent.,
surelyt

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Well, call it 25 per
cent. I am not sure of the figure. It is a
great deal more. M1embers will say, "Why
not? Extra freight has to be paid on the
timber." When our various State enterprises
were established most people were led to
believe that they would have a cheapening
effect. Has that laudable ambition been
realised? Being a disinterested party-the
Government not having started in opposi-

tion to anything I might be interested in
such as a canning factory on the Abrolhos
Islands-

Hon. C. F. Baxter: It owns one now, does
it not?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: -I speak purely
from the taxpayer's point of view and one
who desires to see facilities cheapened for
the benefit of that section of the community
which, I take it, we arc all out to assist,
namely, the wage earner. Simply because
people have the pluck to go out into the
country and develop this great State, they
have to pay extra taxation and put up with
extra hardships. Some attempt should he
made by the Government to put these people
on a similar basis to those who live in the
metropolitan area.

Hon. G. Fraser: The Workers' Homes
Board builds homes in the country.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Yes, but it has not
given attention to the interests of the people
in the country to the extent it might have.
The figures might not prove what I say. I
can only speak from my knowledge of
Geraldton and the 'Murchison goldields. I
am correct in saying this, and Mr. Seddon
wvho can say whether I am right or wrong is
here. It is only recently that the Governmesnt
has had sufficient faith iii the gold industry
of this State to erect workers' homes on the
goldifelds.

Hon. H. Seddon: That is quite right.
Hon. E. H. IT. HALL: Whilst it has en.

couraged people to invest capital in the
goldmnines it has been sadly lacking in dis-
playing faith itself. It has steadfastly re-
fused, for many years, to provide these
people with decent housing accommodation.
We do give it credit for the fact that
it [ias at last seen the light.

Hon. G. Fraser: It is a board and not
the Government.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: When will mem-
bers realise that boards are created by the
Government?

Hon. 0. Fraser: They are not to be dic-
tated to by the Government.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: It is only a week
or two since I was criticised for being unfair
in myr remarks about a board created by
the Government. If the people had sonic
say in electing the members of these boards
there would be some substance in that
criticismj, but there are two Ministers
here to defend any Government-appointed
b)oard. If members of Parliament were to
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be palmed off with arguments of such a
flimsy nature, things would get into a
pretty miess. When I criticise a board I
criticise the people responsible for its
birth-the Government. If the board has
not seen its way clear to build houses on
the goldields the Government is to be
blamed.

Hon. H. Seddon: When it did do that it
wits just prior to a general election.

Hon. E. H. 11, HALL: I am willing to
accept Mr. Seddons asqurance that that is
at fact. The more we can escape that kind
ot thing in this House the better. We will
leave it to another place. It is uip to the
Uwovernmnent to do something- to make life
more livable for people in the country dis-
tricts. There is a class of man working
for the flovernment whose housing accom-
mnodation is nothing short of a disgrace to
the (Government. The men to whom I refer
are those responsible for the upkeep of
our permanent way on the railways.

Hon. A. Thomson: It is an absolute dis-
grace!

I-ion. E. H1. H. HALLI: How a State-wide
union, with a membership of a couple of
thousand men, tamely sits down and toler-
ates th odtos which the present

Labour tlovernment bas imposed oii these
people for many years is something I can-
not understand.

Hon. A. Thomson: It supplies them with
a few secondhand sleepers.

lion. E. H. H. HALL: The unswerving
loyalty of thosec people is shown-

The PRESIDENT: Order! I think the
hon. member is wandering beyond the sub-
jet matter of the Bill.

The Chief Secretary: Hear, hear!
Hon. E. H. 1I1. HIALL: This is a Bill to

provide for workers' homes,, and how on
oarth can I be out of order when I am dis-
cussing the provision of worker,,' homies?
C'an anyone tell me that there are any
better workers in this State than the men
of whom I am speaking'?

Hon. J. Cornell: I can tell the hl.
member that a lot of the shacks the
,workers; are living in have been built by
the mien themselves.

lion. E. 1-. H. HAILL: I take it that I
hA be in order in proceeding.

The PRESIDENT: The bon. member
may make incidental reference to those
muatters, hut his remarks should have a
direct reference to the Bill.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I take it my re-
marks have a direct reference to the Bill.
The measure should make provision for the
erection of workers' homes for those men,
many of whom live far from any township.
We who travel on the railways see them at
small sidings far removed from the ameni-
ties of life and some of them live, as iTu.
Cornell remarked, in shacks built of dis-
used %leepers. I ask the Government to
give conrideration to these workers, their
wvives and families, who, from one end of
the State to the other, are to be found
living under housing, conditions that are a
disgrace to the Government. I support the
second reading.

HON. ff. SEDDON (North-East) [9.17]:
In giving my support to the Bill, I may
say that in view of the remarks of the pre-
ceding speaker, I shall expect him to put an
amendment on the notice paper. To those
who live in the country and on the gold-
fields, it is obvious that the best way to
achieve the objective of the Workers' Homes
Board would be to limit the operations of
the board to the country and goldfields dis-
tricts. By these means we should be able
to provide homes for the workers who are
really carrying the State and who are en-
gaged in the essential industries on which
the city lives. As I have previously pointed
out, the difficulties under which they live
are such that the least the Goverament can
do is to ensure that the benefits of the
Workers' Homes Board are made available
to them in order that they may live in de-
cent homes and under decent conditions.

The Minister drew attention to the in-
crease in the cost of building workers'
homes. This applies especially on the gold-
fields. ] know that when the first lot of
homes was built there, tenders were called
andI quite a number were accepted by the
hoard, but when the work had been put in
band, it was found that the tenders were
such that the contractors were unable to
complete the work. Mfore than one contractor
failed, and the work had to be finished by
the board calling for further tenders, with
the result that the workers in that area were
particularly fortunate insofar as they got
homes at a cost that in many cases repre-
sented a loss to the builders. I point out to
Mr. Hall that the Government took some
convincing before it could be induced to
build workers' homes on the goldfields, and
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I am. correct in saying it was only when the
matter was forcefully brought home to the
then Premier during a visit to the goldflelds
that he was induced to call upon the board
to make a special report.

Hon. J. Cornell: We passed a Bill, did
we not?

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Yes.
Hon. H. SEDDON: That is so. But that

was of no use until the incident to which I
refer and the board -was then induced to
reconsider its decision, and the sum of
£10,000 was set aside with remarkable
celerity for building workers' homes on the
goldflelds. The present policy is to devote
the amount received from these homes in the
course of a year to the building of addi-
tional homes.

We have got into a rather peculiar posi-
tion with regard to building. Owing to legis-
lation that has been introduced from time
to time,, we find that very few people are
prepared to build homes for letting, and the
result is that a further demand is made upon
the board because workers can look only to
this avenue for assistance to build homes.
There is one section of the Bill which I hope
the 'Minister will explain in his reply and
that is the amendment being made to Sec-
tion 24 of the Act. It appears to me that
the Government is making an entirely new
departnre in that it proposes to erect and
dispose of dwellings for workers. I under-
stand the policy of the hoard is to call ten-
ders for the erection of homes, and I did
not know it was the intention of the board
to eater into the building trade.

Hon. G. Fraser: It would be better if the
board did.

Hon. A. Thomson: That would be follow-
ing the example of New South Wales,
Queensland and New Zealand.

Hon. H. SEDDON: The amendment will
give the hoard power to do that if it so
desires.

The Chief Secretary: To do whatI
Hon. H. SEDDON: Erect and dispose of

dwelling houses to workers. If that is the
intention, the Council should be aware of it.
If it is not the intention, I would like the
Minister to explain the meaning of the pro-
vision when he replies to the debate, be-
cause we might find ourselves in the position
of having approved of something that we
have refused in the past, namely, anl exten-
sion of Government activities in the diree-

tion of State trading, an avenue that the
boar 'd has not to my knowledge entered in
the pest.

The Chief Secretary: You blame the Gov'-
erment for not having provided homes and
now you are blaming them for trying to do
SO.

Hon. H., SEDD ON: Provision has been
made for further activities in the metrop~oli-
tan area, and the only effect has been to
accentuate the demand for poor houses. I
lholpe the activities of the board will be
directed to an extension of operations in
the country districts rather than to the eon-
tinuance of building more homes in the met-
ropolitan area. It has to be admitted that
many people, taking advantage of the fact
that workers have enlisted, have come to
Perth to live and are swelling the popuilation
here. However, the policy of the board
should be directed towards building in the
country. I hope the Minister will telt us
it is not the intention of the board to en-
gage in the field of erecting homes. I hope
the 'Minister will deal with the points I have
mentioned and clarify them,

HON. A. THOMSON (South - East)
(9.25]: I support the second reading. The
figures relating to the increased cost of
building given by the Chief Secretary were
illuminating. As I interjected, the present
cost of building has been materially in-
creased by virtue of the sales tax imposed
Iby the Commonwealth Government. When
the concrete mixer has to pay sales tax, we
have immediately an increase of 15 per cent.
on approximately 60 per cent. of the value
of the building. The cost of building has
increased out of all reason. Mr. Cornell
mentioned that when his home was erected,
tradesmen were receiving 12s. par day,
whereas now they are getting 25s. I regret
to say that not so much work is being done
for! the 25s. as was done years ago for the
12s. There has been a reduction in the
output and the men work shorter hours.
All this adds to the coat Of building a home.

I am in accord with the views expressed
by Mr. Cornell regarding the needs, of
people when he had his home built and what
people require today. Of course we are not
in a position to say to a worker or any-
one else that he shall not have all the
modeurn facilities until such time as he is
able to pay for them, hut I am afraid that
sometimes people undertake a bigger burden
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than they should. The provision made for
married men is a wise one. I would be
lprepared to fix the amount at £-500, but it
is wise to enable a mail with a family to
receive a little more consideration than is
given to other applicants. I would like
to provide an increase of £C50 because £25
iii the erection of a home does not go far.
Even £100 would not pay for building a
room in a brick home today.

The Chief Secretary: That provision re-
lates to the qualification.

Hon. A. THOM1SON: I overlooked that
point. The provision will afford a little
assistance to workers. The Government is
in the position of having to purchase land
in the metropolitan area on which to erect
workers' homes, and I am pleased that pro-
vision is being made that when a worker
has ultimately paid the value he may eon-
i'eit his leasehold into freehold. Mr. Seddon
spoke of the provision that will empower
the board to erect dwellings and dispose of
them to workers.

Hon. J. Cornell: That means that the
board will erect homes for applicants.

Hon. A, THOMSON: I cannot see any
serious objection to that because the
hoard will be providing the money. I pre-
sume that an applicant for a bomne would
have the right to say whether he would have
a dwelling erected for him, or whether he
would purchase one in course of erection,
or whether he would prefer one already
built and located contiguous to his work.
It is useless to say, "We have an estate nine
or ten miles out," and erecting homes there
if the cost of the homes is to be increased
by an amount of 5s. or 10s. weekly in the
form of railway or other fares for the man
and his faiuily. Something nearer to his
wvork would suit himt better. The Govern-
ment is making a thoroughly reasonable pro-
position, however, since for some time it
has refused to purchase outlying homes.

Hon. J. Cornell:- It has no power to do
SO.

Hon. A. THOMSON: It has managed to
gret over the difficulty. The provision with
regard to soldiers' homes exists but has not
been availed of.

lon. J. Cornell: It is practically dis-
vomtinued.

Hon. A. THOMSON: I know that in
the early days the provision in qnestion
enabled the soldier to secure a home very
much cheaper than the cost of erecting a

home would have proved. The clause re-
ferred to would enable a worker to obtain
a home which, wvhile not as flash as some of
the newly erected homes, would perhaps he
more substantially built. He should not be
debarred fromn securing such a home. Under
normal conditions it should be possible to
erect a home for much less than £900. At
present homes are being erected under n-
favourable conditions; labour is scarce, and
there are shortages in many materials.

Ron. J. Cornell: Under this provision the
soldier would be enabled to buy a £1,500
house if he could put up £600.

Eton. A. THOMSON: Such a deposit
would afford a substantial safeguard. The
Government might purchase an area of land
and establish what could he termed a
workers' homes area. If the Government
let a eon traet for 20 or 30 homes to a
single contractor, the cost should be con-
siderably lessened. I support the measure
as an endeavour by the Government to meet
altered conditions.

As for homes erected in the country,
the people of the Great Southern district
have no reason for complaint as regards
granting of applications. I endorse Mr,
E. H. H. Hall's remarks concerning railway
officials putting up with very bad condi-
tions out baak-rough and inconvenient
homes. It is a matter for surprise that the
Commissioner of Railways or the Govern-
mecnt has not endeavoured to make the situa-
tion more comfortable for the railway
workers. In the case of a railway employee
stationed in a country town the Government
might give an assurance that if he wished
to acquire a worker's home he would he
permitted to remain in the town for some
considerable time. I support the second
reading of the Bill.

HON. L. B. BOLTON (Metropolitan;
[36:It is my intention to support the

second rcading. I approve generally of most
of thv inivmndints suggested by the Bill.
The increas;ed figures asked for are fair aind
reasonable. Like Mr. Seddon, however, I am
somewhat pert urbed regarding the proposed
atnenrient to Section 24. Paragraph (a) of
the (lituse contains the words "erect and
dispose of dwelling houses to workers."
I see there the thin cad of the wedge for an
extension of State trading in the building
industry. I am afraid that the next thin~g
we shall have will be the Government apply-
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big for membership, of the Builders' Regis-
tration Board. I definitely do not desire to
see the Government registered for the pur-
pose of entering the building industry. We
know tlint in 0overnmnt cointracts the State
trading- concerns have preference for the
supiply of all materials. I am somewhat tier-
volis that if the Governmient entered into
compet itioni in the building industry, there
woul be notinRg like contract work; that
aill buildings would be erevited 1wv dao;' labour
,and ll[ material piurchased front State hrad-
iug concerns.

If after tbe war things went a little flat
and] it 'vas impossible to keep such State
trading concerns as the brickworks, saw-
jaillI, and so fortlh going, it would he quite
within the Power of tile Covernment simply
to say* to apj)plicani ts for homes, "The CGov-
Piimlent is pr-epared to erect and sell or dis-
pose of dwell inRg houses, but not to make ad-
vances." If as at present the worker has the
right to eontiitet for his house, that would be
quite in order; butl if we give the Govern-
ment this power, we shall be doing some-
thing, highly dangerous. T (10 not suggest
that the presenit Minister c-ontrol]ling-workers'
lhome., would act as suggested, bitt we might
live another Minister or another Govern-
menti. It would 1)e within the Minister's
power to refuse anl advance to any' worker
and to force bin, to buy a hiomec built byv
the Glovernment. When the Bill gets into
Committee I shall move for the deletion of
the paragraph in question. Otherwise I am
in favour of the Bill.

HON. G. FRASER (West) [9.40]: 1 had
not intended to speak on this measure bit
am moved] to do so by the remarks of one or
two previous speakers. Mr. Bolton and Mr.
Seddon have placed an interpretation on
the clause which I think, unfortunately, is
not correct. The Workers' Homes Board,
when it has a large tract of land available
like that which was handed over to it by
the Perth City Council, should have the
right to erect homes before applications for
them onae in.

Holl. J. Cornell: Allot them after they
are built ?

Hon. G. FRASER: Yes. Mr. Bolton is
afraid that the Workers' Homes Board will
build homes itself, instead of letting con-
tracets.

Hon. J. .1. Holmes: Hle is afraid of the
Governuient becoming a builder and con-
tractor.

Hon. 0. FRASER: That is so. Mr. Bol-
tonl is afraid of that, and so is Air. Seddon.
My fear, however, is, that nothing of the
kind is to be anticipated. At present the
hoard does not build until an application
has been, re-eived and bus been ap-
proved. The clause proposes to em-
power the( board to erect houses without ap-
plications and allot them to workers after-
wards-the board uot building the homes
itself, bilt calling for tenders as is its prac-
tice today. If the Workers' Homes Board
did doa the building we might find a result
similar to that obtained when the Govern-
ment did its own building. In this latter
instance there was a considerable saving.

H~on. H. L. Rioche: But we had an effi-
cient Government then.

lon. G. FRASER: In New Zealand the
Cov-erment does its own building and there-
by effects great savings. My belief is that
the same result world be produced here.
Contractors tender well on the safe side, al-
lowing for a reasonable profit as any sensible
man would do.

ion. A. Thomson: Some builders get
caught.

Hon. G. FRASER: I do not think mans
of them are caught today. The majority of
the contractors tendering for workers' homes
today submit tenders allowing for a reason-
able profit. There is not a large number of
those contractors. They have to cut their
prices for the erection of workers' homes.
In fact, many builders prefer to work
for private persons, from whom they can
obtain larger profits. In the case of
numerous homes recently, when tenders
have been called no tenders have been re-
ceived. The building of those homes has
had to be Put off for three months with a
viewi to calling for other tenders. If that
state of things continues, the only remedy
will he the system of which Mr. Bolton
and Mr. Seddon are afraid. Great diffi-
culty has been experienced recently in
seecu-ing tenders for the building of quite
a number of homes. One portion of the
measure about which I am not very keen
is that concerned with raising the advance
to £900. I consider that a burden will be
imposed on the worker in repaying such anl
amount.
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Hon. U. IV. Miles: Do you not think
there should be a stipulation regarding the
elimination of garages?

Hon. G. FRASER: I do not think there
is any need for that, because it is difficult
to have a home including a garage built
for £900. (larages and things of that kind
are being cut out, not at the wish of the
builder or of the hoard but with a view to
keeping down costs.

H-on. A. Thomson: Garages do not cost
such a large amiount of inoney when all is
said and done.

Hon. UI. FRASER: That may be so, but
quite a number of houses arc being built
without themt.

Ron. L. B. Bolton: There aire not many
£O homes.

Hon. G. FRASER: The hon. member
means there arc not many £900 homes be-
ing built without garagest I think he will
find that it" is difficult to seure a tender
around the £C900 mark for the erection of
an ordinary home with a garage. That
has been the experience. Sums of £875
and £890 are being paid for homes which 12
or 18 mnonths ago could have been built for
£C800. Quite a number do not include gar-
ages and some do not even include the path
to which Mr. Cornell referred. As a mat-
ter of fact, we know that what we gener-
ally call the cheaper type of home--that is
a weatherboard or a weatherboard and as-
bestos dweling-has increased in cost to
a greater extent than has the brick house.
That is one of the main reasons I propose
to support the increase of the price to
£900. I wvould much prefer to see £00
homes, erected because in that way the
money available conldl be ittilised. to build
a Much largrer number of dwellings. It is
the man able to afford only that amount
that we should cater for rather than the
person aOle to carry a burden of £900.
However, I do not want to deny the man
who can afford to make a payment the
right to get a modern home. As I have
said, the cost of weatherboard and weather-
board and asbestos houses has increased to
a greater extent than has the cost of brick
homnes. Today tenders for those types of
homes hare reacedi £660 and £670 and
that is for the bare house without any
pathsc or earage or extra conveniences of
that kind.

Hlon. J, J. Holmes: Is that the result of
the State Sawmills joining the timber assa-
ciation ?

Hion. 6. F.- ASER: 'No. It is the result
of the unfortunate circumstances prevail-
ing today, of the extra taxation levied by
the Federal Parliament to prosecute the
war.

Hlon. J. Cornell: The State has done no-
thing in that regard.

H1on. G. FR AS iR : No. The unfortunate
eirctumstnnct a that exist are responsible.
The scarcity of material has contributed
to the increased cost.

Hon. A. Thomson: And the scarcity of
labour.

Ron. 0I. FRASER: The cost of labour
has not increased. considerably. The cost
of materiel has led to a raising of the
price. The elaiise permitting a person to
make a greater contribution than is de-
sired by the board is a good one and will,
I am sure, be taken advantage of by quite
a number of peoleh. I have had an exten-
sive experience of clients of the Workers'
Homes tioard, and I have found that fre-
gjuently they would like to pay a little more
than is asked of them. It is wise that
permission should be granted, because often
through unemployment and sickness people
find thenitselves utnable to keep up their
payments. If they were permitted to add
a little more to their weekly payments during
good times, a reserve would he created and
their future would be safeguarded. Thle
general idea of the Bill is commendable and
I intend to support the second reading.

HON. W. J. MANN (South - West)
150] : 1 support the Bill, though I do not

think there is likely to be any great activity
in the building trade for a long time. I
think we would be very optimistic to imagine
that there was likely to be much done
in the way of building homes under present
conditions. At the same time, I am thor-
oughly in accord with the Bill and I desire
to pay a tribute to the Workers' Homes
Board with which I have had dbalings
on behalf of people whom I represent. I
think the board is one of the brightest of the
Government institutions. I have never yet
gone to it without obtaining, if not an affir-
mative reply, at least a very good reason
why my request could not be ranted. At
the time of which 'Mr. Cornell spoke bricks
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were comparatively cheap and a man could
have all the bricks laid that he desired for
30s. a thousand.

Today partly as a result of the combina-
tion of briokinakers and the State Brick'works
joining with other big briekmaking concerns
we find that the price of bricks has more
than doubled and that when it comes to lay-
ing them, instead of 30s. a thousand having
to be paid, anything up to £4 10s. is re-
quired. These costs have been increased by
the higher prices of metal and fastenings
and other accessories which will make the
building of average workers' homes a greater
problem than was the case 10 or 15 years
ago. If I had any criticisms to make with
regard to the workers' homes I have seen it
would be that in the early stages in par-
ticular not nearly enough inspection was
undertaken during the time of erection.

Hon. G1. Fraser: Builders complain that
there is too much inspection.

HEon. W. J. MANN:- Within reason, I do
not think there can he too much inspection.
I recollect that during the depression the
Workers' Homes Board had scores of empty
houses that they would have been glad to
let workers have on very reasonable terms.
I saw some of those buildings and they were
a disgrace. They represented jerry-building
of the worst type.

The Chief Secretary: Are you ref erring
to workers' homes or war service homes?

Hon. W. J. MANN: I am referring to
workers' homes. I assure the Chief Secre-
tary that not only did I see the buildings,
hut I also took a builder with me to advise
rae on behalf of certain people and he
pointed out the defects. I think that the
same applies-though this does not affect
the Bill or those erected by the Workers'
Homes Board-to many buildings today.
It appears to me that a person can go to
a local governing body, deposit plans of a
building, obtain a permit and that is about
the last interest that the local governing
body-at least this applies to some local
authorities-takes in the matter, until the
building is finished, when a cursory glance
is given to it.

Hon. 3. Cornell: Some of them do not
,even do that.

Rlon. W. J. MANN: That will not get us
anywhere in connection with the housing
problem. However I do not want to pursue

[87]

that line, Mr. Fraser interjected that some
builders complain that there is too much
inspection,

Hon. G1. Fraser: A number of men will
not tender for that reason.

Hon. W. J, MANN: If Mr. Fraser would
come with me I could show him one or two
workers' homes of which the tiled roofs have
a beautiful bend in them, quite a saucer
effect! That sort of thing is not good build-
ing and should be guarded against in the
future. Mention has been made of country
towns. I understood that the policy of the
department was that a certain number of
buildings should be allotted to country dis-
tricts. I have not bad any complaint because
I have had no application turned down.
Some have been held up for a long time, but
all the applicants with whom I have had
anything to do have eventually secured
homes.

I think it would be wise, however, if the
board has not already done so, for it to
widen its policy and make a greater percent-
age of its activities apply to country dis-
tricts. There aie some country towns that
have in the past three or four years ex-
perienced a great advance in their
population. In the South-West, places that
were not much more than sidings a few
years ago, are now thriving towns end have
become so because there are factories and
other sources of employment within their
confines that make it necessary for workers
to live there.

Hon. J. Cornell: The reverse is the case
in the wheat belt.

The Chief Secretary: Have any applica-
tions in those places been refused I

Hon. W. J1. MANN: I am not in a posi-
tion to say. All the applications I have had
anything to 'do with have been granted, but
I have heard men complaining that they wish
they had a home and that if only they lived
in the city they could obtain a workers'
home. I have endeavoured to overcome their
difficulties. by pointing out that if they could
show a reasonable chance of ctiforning to
the conditions laid down I thought they
had a good opportunity of getting a workers'
home. If it ware widely known that
the board was prepared favourably to con-
sider more applications for country homes
than has been the ease in the past, I think
people would be encouraged to stay in coun-
try districts,
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I am not very favourably disposed to- so satisfactory because depreciation is rather
wards the question of contract building, and
do not look kindly on the idea of mass pro-
duction of homes. It would be much better
if the present method were followed
whereby a man secures a block of land in
the locality suitable to him and has some
hand in the designing of his home or in
selecting the design, and is able to watch
the building being erected. All that gives
him a closer contact with and more interest
in the building, and the men who build
under those conditions are likely to make
better clients of the board than would
the men who live in one of a number of
buildings erected on a mass scale.

There are many-what shall I call them?
-shiftless sort of people who would go into
homes built on that principle, and have the
idea that because they were Government
buildings it did not matter what they did;
that they could walk off and leave them at
any old time. That is what has to be
guarded against and I am afraid that if
we went in for big schemes of that des-
cription and erected homes on the scale
suggested, the objects of this legislation
would be defeated. I propose to support
the Bill because I can see nothing wrong
with it. On the other hand, some clauses
are long overdue.

HON. H. TUCKEY (South-West) [10.'1j
It is not long since the Government sub.
mitted proposals to enable it to build houses
for letting purposes. I think it fell to the
lot of this House to refuse to pass that
legislation.

Hon. G. Fraser: Had it been passed, we
could have fixed up the requirements of
railway workers.

Hon. H. TtJCKEY: There is at present
a shortage of houses for letting purposes.
The Bill embodies proposals that will help
to improve that position. Its introduction
is long overdue, but even so, I do not think
that it will enable all requirements to be
met, especially those of the permanent-way
men. Certflily the Government could not
build houses all along the railway line, and
most of the railway men make temporary
arrangements where they are at work and
have their permanent homes elsewhere. I
agree with the proposal to increase the
amount available to £90 because wherever
possible people should be encouraged to
build brick houses. Wooden premises are not

rapid and the cost of upkeep considerable.
I am not altogether in favour of the sys-

tem of appraising values every 20 years;
nor do I consider the basing of interest
charges on the value of the land to be right.
I would rather that it was governed by the
rate of interest obtaining. If the value of
the land were fixed at £500 or £600 accord-
ing to the rate of interest, the tendency
would be to create fictitious values. I would
like the Chief Secretary to explain what
happens during the 20-year period. If the
interest rate today is 3 per cent, and the
position is to be rectified after 20 years, I
do not know how the interest could he
arranged during the intervening period. It
would be better to charge the actual cost of
the money.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The Minister ex-
plained that it would be on the value of
the land.

Hon. H. TUCKEY: That does not seem
to me to be the proper way to deal with
such a matter. The Government has been
moderate in the proposals embodied in the
Bill, the second reading of which I shall
certainly support.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Ritson-Wcst-in reply) [1i.3]: 1 shall
not take up much time in replying to the re-
marks of members, but a few statements have
lbeen made that call for some comment. First
of all, I will draw attention to the constitu-
tion of the Workcrs' Homes Board, to which
reference was made by iMr. E. H. H. Hall.
Those who are acquainted with the gentle-
mien comprising thme board will agree with
Inc that they are not likely to make many
mistakes.

Hon. W. J. 3Mnn: It is a very good
board.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Bill will
provide tOr board with extended powers, be-
cause that body has not been able to act as.
it desired in several directions. As the Act
stands today, the board has not been able to
do what it desired. Mr. Seddon asked me
to explain what paragraph (a) of Subsec-
tion 1 of proposed new Section 24 really
means. It means what it says. 'Mr. Seddon
should not require any explanation of such a
paragraph, which reads-

(a) Erect and dispose of dwelling-houses to
workers.
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iNo explanation of that is necessary except
to say that under the Act at present the
board has no power to do what it considers
eminently desirable. A larger number of ap-
plicants has been forthcoming than could
be provided for, and many have not been in
a position to purchase the necessary blocks
on which their homes could be built. It is
considered highly desirable that the board
should be able to supply decent though cheap
homes for workers in the districts where
they are employed, such as Fremantle.

During the last twelve months,- a large
number of homes of weatherboard and as-
bestos has been erected at a cost of about
£400. They are quite good dwellings that
seem to be much appreciated by the workera
who have secured them. It is not in every
district that land is available for such pur-
poses, and on several occasions the board has
purchased areas upon which dwellings could
be erected. I can see no reason why the
board should not have that power. For what
other purpose is the board constituted?
Surely the Workers' Homes Board, after
years of experience, is in a position to deter-
mine whether the proposal to erect certain
types of homes in certain districts is reason-
able or otherwise! The hoard must be able
to say whether it should purchnse land, erect
homes on the blocks, and dispose of them.
Mr. Bolton raised some objection to that
suggestion. As to the inspections that take
place in connection 'with workers' homes, I
know that such inspections do take place
not only whrile the homes are being built but
after their construction, and while they arc
occupied by the clients of the board. I am
aware that there have been some complaints
about such inspections.

Hon. W. J, Mann: Some people will com-
plain about anything.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so,
and I am quite confident that the officials of
the. board have carried out an excellent job.
Clients are expected to do a certain amount
of work each year in connection with their
homes. The inspections are made with a
view to ascertaining if the clients have acted
in accordance with their agreements. The
effect has been satisfactory from the stand-
point of maintaining the values of homes,
particularly of those constructed of wood.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Was 31r, E, H. H,
Hall's statement correct about £125,000 hav-
ing been paid into Consolidated Revenue?

The CHIE F SECRETARY:- I cannot say,
but I am prepared to accept the bon. mem-
ber's word seeing be stated that he quoted
from the Auditor General's report.

Hon. J. A. Diminitt: I do not think that
would represent profit.

Hon, L. B. Bolton: Is not the annual
profit about £E3,000?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so,
since the inception of the Workers' Homes
Board in 1911, or thereabouts. I accept the
hon. memiber's figures as correct, I claim
that tile Workers' Homes Board has given
satisfaction to everyone associated with its
operations.

One objection raised to the Bill was that
it would he- possible for the board to pur-
chase houLses already erected. I am in a posi-
tion to state that the board does not like
that type of transaction. It is not a course
that it seeks to adopt regularly, but occa-
sions may arise when it is perhaps best to
adopt the procedure. I think the matter
CO~ild well be left in the hands of the board.
CircOUmistances might arise when it would be
advantageous to the board and to the client
concerned if power were retained to pur-
chase p~remises already erected. I appreci-
ate the reception accorded the Bill. If it is
agreed to in its present form, it 'will he of
great advantage to a large number of people
and will obviate much embarrassment that
arises owing to the limitations at present in-
herent in the Act.

Question lput and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commit tee.

lon, J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Seretary in chbarge of the Bill.

Clauses I to 5--agreed to.

Clause 6-Repeal of Section 24 and new
section:

Hon. H, SEDDON: I move an amend-
ment-

That paragraph (a) of Subsection 1 of pro-
posed new Section 24 be struck out.
The amendment will serve to test the posi-
tion. The paragraph deals with the power
to erect and dispose of dwelling-houses to
workers,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Before the
Committee agrees to the amendment, Mr.
Seddon should provide some further reasons
for adopting that course. On previous oc-
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easions he has chided the Government for lion. L. CRAIG: I regret I was not pre-
not doing everything possible for the
workers, particularly those on the gold-
fields. There is another side to the
question that -Mr. Seddon very well under-
stands. Unless the board possesses the
power the hon. member seeks to delete
front the Bill it is possible that workers'
homes will not be erected in places that he
may desire.

Hon. A. Thomson: The board might not
be able to dispose of those which have al-
ready been erected and which might fall
hack into its hands.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That might
be so. The board has been more active in
country districts during the last few years
than previously. I know of areas in the
metropolitan district where the board could
erect cheap homes, hut not in sufficient
numbers to meet the applications for them.
During the past two years an attractive type
of home has been erected in the district where
I live, and I have been asked by workers
when more of such houses would be avail-
able.

Hon. W. J. Mann: Are they lower-priced
houses?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: res.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: What difference would
that make to this clause! Application
could be made for them. I have an objec-
tion to State trading.

The CHIEF SEC'IETARY: I do not
want to raise that issue. The board
should have the right which this para-
graph proposes to give it. We should not
place obstacles in the way of the board
doing something to encourage workers to
get their own homes.

Hon. 1L. B. BOLTON: The board has built
good homes in the past and will continue
to do so.

The Chief Secretary: It will.

Ron. 11. B. BOLTON: I support the
amendment. I do not want it to be thought
that I have anything but the highest ad-
miration for the work done by the board;
but this provision is only the thin end of
the wedge. I do not want the Government
to enter into the building trade. Some
members have raised the point that suffi-
cient contractors are not available; but in
that case the State would be in no better
position than would be private enterprise.

sent during- the wvhole of the discussion on
the Bill, In my opinion it would be a mis-
take to agree to the amendment. The
board has done an excellent job.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: 'We all admit that.

Hon. L. CRAIG: Members must not for.
get that, owing to the restrictions we have
placed on private enterprise by our legis-
lation preventing increase of rents we have
made it unatfractive for private enterprise
to build houses of this type. The only
alternative is that Government money should
be used for the purpose.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: We do not mind
Government money being spent if it is spent
in the right way.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I once held views like
Mr. Blolton's, hut I have changed them, We
must place some trust in the board, which
is not composed of fools. By giving the
board greater powers, it can buy materials
cheaper and build cheaper.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: You do not think
that.

Hon. L. CRAIG: I do. Negotiations are
proceeding with an organisation with which
I am concerned to open up an area of land,
construct roads and erect 40 or 50 workers'
homes. Contracts would he let for 12
houses at a time, and these can surely be
built cheaper than could one or two houses,
It would be a mistake to agree to the
amendment.

Hon. Sir HAL COLEBATCH: Two ques.
tions arise. The first is, is it desirable that
the board should erect homes, that it should
become a speculative builder?~ I shall not
express an opinion on that point. At the
moment, the more important question is, lhow
should the board erect the homest There is
a danger that, if the board takes on this
work and erects homes on the departmental
day labour system, the veneral cost of the
homes will go up. Competithnm will keep
prices down to a reasonable figure.. if it is
desirable to give the board power to erect
dwelling houses and the Committee agrees,
I Ehali move an addition to the clause mnak-
ig provision that such dwelling houses

shall be built by contract after the calling
of public tenders, in order that the interests
of the workers generally may be protected,
and so that the cost of the homes shall not
become too reat.
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Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I hope the Corni
mittee will agree to the amendment. Thd
Minister himself admitted that the board was
not keen on this provision.

The Chief Secretary: No.
Hon. J. J. HOLMES: That was my de-

duction from what the Minister said. We
now propose to give the board power to
build and let houses while private enter-
prise, which manages such things better than
does the Government, is not prepared to
take on the business. No man of common-
sense would today build a house to let.

Hon. G. Fraser: But he would for selling
purposes.

Hon. J, J. HOLMES:- But job contractors
would not build homes of the standard built
by the hoard. Speculative builders build
to sell. Landlords will not now build houses
to let. The paragraph, if passed, would
allow the Government to become a builder
and contractor. The Government would use
its own bricks, its own timber and joinery.
It would secure all these materials front the
State trading concerns. As far as the
State Sawmills are concerned, it is on re-
cord in "Hansard" that that concern has
joined the Sawmillers' Association. The
State Sawmills were working 44 hours per
week, while the other millers were working
48 hours per week. The representative of
the State Sawmills thereupon went to the
other millers and asked them to put up
the price of timber, because the State mills
could not compete on the 44-hour basis as
against the 48-hour basis. I support the
amendment.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is as well
that I am in a good humour.

Hon. G. Fraser: The hon. member has
not made those remarks for a long time.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: He is reviv-
ing an old story, having been given the lead
on thin occasion by Mr. Bolton. This Bill
does not in any way provide for the letting
of houses.

Hon. L. Craig: That is an important
point. I -would not agree to the board
building houses to let.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It is a ques-
tion of disposing of houses after they have
been built. A large number of houses is
not likely to be built on these conditions.

Hon. 0. W. Miles: Mr. Craig said that
40 or 50 would be built. He said he was
interested in a block of land on which the
houses would be built.

H-on. L. Craig: I am not.
The CHIEF SECRETARY. Mr. Craig is

correct when he spoke of the necessity for
building cheap) homes for the people. Some
of the biggest critics of this Bill tonight will
he only too pleased at a later date to advo-
cate the same thin. It is difficult to secure
land in the metropolitan area within a rea-
sonable distance of the city where homes of
£400 or £500 in value can be erected. For
that reason, it is necessary for the board to
have power to purchase land of the kind
mentioned by M1r. Craig, in order that the
needs of the people for that class of home
may be met. The number of applications
before the Workers' Homes Board is, today,
sufficient to keep it going for 12 months or
more. I could tell the story of contractors
who have, within recent wveeks, refused to
tender for homes.

Hon. A. Thomson: That is due to their
inability to get labour.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: If they ten-
der they do so at a price £C100 more than the
house is worth. The Workers' Homes Board
cannot ha placed in the same category as a
speculative builder. The board subjects its
homes to periodical inspections which is why
a number of contractors rio not like tender-
ing; their tenders might be accepted and
they would be subject to that supervision.

Hon. A. Thomson: That does not worry
any decent contractor.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The real
point I wanted to make was in regard to
Mr. Holmes's remarks. Hie seemed to think
I said that the board did not like this par-
ticular clause. That is not true. What I
did say was that the Workers' Homes Board
does not, as a general rule, like the idea of
buying houses. There are occasions, how-
ever, when it should have the power to do so.

Hon. W. J1. M1ann: In order to fulfil en
application.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is so. It
did not previously have that power.

Progress reported.

House adjourned ayl 10.35 p.m.
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